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Christmas Prayer 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


PON the bare Judean hills 
A light from Glory fell; 
The air was vibrant with the song 
That angels came to tell. 


That night so many years ago, 
Which brought the Saviour’s birth, 

Gave promise of a brighter hope: 
Good will—and peace on earth. 


But still our blinded warring world 
Goes on its wounded way— 

Oh, Lord, let fall an angel song 
Again this Christmas Day. 


Our empty hearts, like barren hills, 
Need healing for earth’s pain— 

How glad would be the tidings, Lord, 
That Christ returns again! 


v2 


The Gifts That He Brought 

For those well along in life’s pil- 
erimage, Christmas is a time of mingled 
feelings. We share the children’s joys, 
but even in the midst of them, like mists 
ficating across the sun, come memories 
of bygone holidays, when around the 
table and the tree were dear faces that 
are no longer there. It is pleasant to 
have holidays, with their change of ac- 
tivities and relief from routine; but these 
often mean more work for Mother, who 





never counts the hours she spends ad- 
dressing Christmas cards, buying and 
wrapping gifts, and preparing the Christ- 
mas dinner. And those who have known 
the trials of life cannot always shut out 
the sounds of woe in the world, even 
as they listen to the Christmas carols; 
nor can they forget the “have nots,’ 
as they sit down to loaded tables. But 
it is well to remember, at this season, 
that there is one source of unalloyed 
joy and that is the great gift of the 
Saviour, and His gifts to us. His whole 
earthly life was a continuous giving of 
Himself. He gave up His heavenly glory 
when He “made himself of no reputation, 
and tock upon him the form of a serv- 
ant, and was made in the likeness of 
men” (Phil. 2:7, 8), and consented to be 
born as a helpless babe in the stable 
at Bethlehem. He gave up His power 
and authority for the time being when, 
with Joseph and Mary, he “came to Naz- 
areth, and was subject unto them” (Luke 


’ 


2:51). As the Good Shepherd, He came 
to give His life for the sheep, “that 
they might have life, and that they 


might have it more abundantly” (John 


< 


10:10). He freely gives the water of 
life to all who will receive it from Him, 
and promises that “whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 
4:14). He gives His peace: “My peace 
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid” 
(John 14:27). He gives His joy: “These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full” (John 15:11). All 
of these gifts were made available to 
us through His death on the cross; and 
through His death and resurrection He 
gives eternal life: “And I give unto 
them eternal life: and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand” (John 10:28). So, if 
our earthly joys at this season are not 
unmixed with sadness, may the remem- 
brance of the Lord Jesus Christ’s great 
gifts to us gladden our hearts anew, and 
constrain us to rededicate all that we 
have to Him. 
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Bethlehem Contrasts 


An editorial by Herbert Lockyer, D.D. 


HEREVER Christmas is recog- 
W nized and observed, the name of 
Christ is the most potent name 
in the lives of multitudes. For well- 
nigh two thousand years no name has 
had so deep an effect upon human think- 
ing and upon the spread of civilization 
as the name of Jesus. Through the cen- 
turies courts and governments, believers 
and atheists have dated their letters from 
the birth in Bethlehem. This, then, is 
the year of our Lord, 1952. 
As we approach the manger and the 
Child anew, we are impressed with the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord loveth judgment, 
and forsaketh not his saints; they 
are preserved for ever: but the 
seed of the wicked shall be cut 
off” (Psa 37:28). 




















various, inescapable contrasts at Beth- 
lehem. These contrasts stand out dis- 
tinctly as day from night, light from 


darkness, Heaven from hell 


CONTRASTS OF BIRTHS 


A few months before Mary was de- 
livered of her illustrious child, Elisabeth 
gave birth to John. We speak of the 
miraculous birth of Christ, but what 
exactly, do we mean by such a designa 
tion? The birth of our Lord itself wa: 
neither supernatural nor miraculous 
By this we mean that there is no inti- 
mation that the process of birth was in 
any way supernatural. Perfectly natu- 
ral phencmena are suggested by the Mes- 
sianic utterance of Psalm 22:9, 10: “But 
thou art he that took me out of the 
womb: thou didst make me hope when 
I was upon my mother’s breasts. I was 
cast upon thee from the womb: thou art 
my God from my mother’s belly.” Mary’s 
child was formed within her womb in 
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just the same natural way as the child 
of Mary’s cousin, E!isabeth, was, 

The miraculous element was not in 
the formation of our Lord’s body, but in 
the manner of its begetting. The birth 
of Christ was supernatural in that He 
was virgin-born, that is, apart from the 
ordinary course of nature. In one sense, 
both Mary’s and Elisabeth’s conceptions 
were miraculous. The birth of Christ 
was miraculous in that Mary bore Him 
as the result of a divine creative act, 
apart from human generation. The birth 
of John the Baptist was also miraculous 
in that Elisabeth, his mother, had trav- 
eled beyond the age when, through the 
ordinary ccurse of n°‘ure, it was pos- 
sible for her to conceive and bear. “Both 
births, therefore, were supernatural,” as 
A. T. Schofield of London pointed out: 
“that to Elisabeth because it was too 
late, that to Mary because it was too 
soon.” 

A further contrast is seen in the fact 
that John had a natural father, Zach- 
arias, and came into being along the 
avenue of natural generation. Christ, 
although He had a natural mother, did 
not have a human father. He was con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghost, and is, there- 
fore, the only babe the world has ever 
known who did not have an earthly 
father. 

CONTRAST OF ROYALTIES 

At the time of Christ’s birth Herod 
was king. There were three Hercds— 
Herod the Great, son of Antipater, who 
murdered the infants; Herod Antipas, 
the tetrarch of Galilee, called by Christ 
“that fox,” who murdered John the Bap- 
tist; and Herod Agrippa, grandson of 
the first, who was appointed king of 
Judea by Caligula. The Herod of Mat- 
thew 2 is the monster of cruelty who 
would have killed Christ if he had found 
fitting opportunity. Shortly after Christ’s 
birth he died, and the prophecy of Jacob 
was fulfilled. 

The other King was Christ of whom 
the Wise Men said that He was “born 
Kine” (Matt. 2:2). Born King! How 
striking! No one of royal blood is ever 
bern a kine. He may be born a prince, 
but can only become king upon the death 
or abdication of his father. Why, then, 
was Christ born Kinz? The answer is 
simple. He was a King before He was 
born. Paul speaks of Him as the “King 
eternal” (1 Tim, 1:17). 

Herod as a king had his palace and 
all the pomp and splendor of a reigning 
sovereign. Where was the insignia of 
Christ’s royalty? He was not born in a 
royal palace, but in a stable. His cradle 
was not of gold, inlaid with costly stones, 
adorned with beautiful tapestry; it prob- 
ably was a trough for hay. His cour- 
tiers were a few humble shepherds and 
the bleating sheep. His robes of state 
were the swaddling clothes wrapped 
around Him by a tender parent. A King 
indeed, but one in disguise. Yet when 
the word “king” is used of Herod, Mat- 
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thew spells it with a small “k” and re- 
serves the capital “K” for Christ (Matt. 
a a. 

Bethlehem, however, was not withcut 
its God-given signs that Heaven’s King 
had arrived. Angels honored His birth. 
A unique star in the firmament guided 
the Magi to the royal Babe, and their 
ccestly gifts indicated their recognition 
of Christ’s Kingship. 

Another contrast is seen in the trouble 
one king manifested over the arrival of 
another King. “Herod . was trou- 
bled:” But the Wise Men “rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy.” As the time drew 
near for Christ’s advent, there was great 
expectancy of a coming King. Virgil, 
the heathen poet, spoke of a golden age. 
Herod and his court should also have 
rejoiced, but they were troubled. Be- 
cause of his petty nature and jealousy, 
Herod was afraid that the cone who came 
as a King would affect his position. No 
wonder Herod was in trouble. He was 
afraid His throne would totter—and it 
did! The day is coming when all crowns 
and thrones will recognize the sovereignty 
of the Saviour. Ere long He will appear 
as the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
and will have a dominion without a 
frontier. The question of paramount im- 
portance is, Does Christ reign as King 
within our poor hearts, where a vain 
world once held festival? 


CONTRAST OF PLACES 

The Magi came first to Jerusalem, but 
had to find their way to Bethlehem. 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem—what a con- 
trast these holy places afford! “All 
Jerusalem” as well as Herod was trou- 
bled over Christ’s birth. How differ- 
ently Bethlehem reacted to His advent! 
In Jerusalem, the so-called holy city, the 
gorgeous Temple could be found, of 
which the Pharisees were justly proud. 
But they were not spiritually prepared 
to receive Christ as Simeon and Anna 
were. 

Men of brave and moral word, 

With conscience defiled, 
Said, “Let the old truth still be heard, 
We want no Child.” 

It was in Jerusalem that Christ was 
rejected, and outside its walls He was 
crucified by its religious leaders. 

How often do poor, uneducated folk 
like the shepherds of Bethlehem find 
Christ more quickly than the learned 
men of Jerusalem! The Wise Men re- 
vealed their wisdom in that they jour- 
neyed from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem means “The House of Bread,” 
and hungry souls can only be satisfied 
there. At Bethlehem, Jacob’s son was 
called Benjamin, “the son of my right 
hand,” and Ben-oni, “the son of my scr- 
row”; and at the same sacred place 
Christ came as “the Son of the right 
hand” of Jehovah and the one “ac- 
quainted with grief.” At Bethlehem, 
Ruth went out to glean, and there she 
met her kinsman Boaz, and became‘® his 
bride. It is also at Bethlehem that our 
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near Kinsman, the blessed Lord Jesus, 
Saw us hungry and desolate, and through 
His grace made us His Bride. Entering 
the harvest field of His Word, to glean 
ears cf corn, He speaks to us, telling us 
not to go to other fields to glean, but to 
abide fast with His servants, and when 
He appears, He will take us to Himself 
forever. 
CONTRAST OF NATIONS 

The prophecy of old Simeon was that 
the one whcse birth he witnessed came 
as “a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 
2:32). While salvation is of the Jews 
(John 4:22), and was initially presented 
to them (Rom. 1:16; Acts 13:46), yet it 
also embraced the Gentiles, as both Peter 
and Paul indicate (Acts 10:35; Rom. 
9: 22-32). Israel rejected Christ as Mes- 
siah and temporarily was set aside (Rom, 
11:25). But when God’s ancient people 

(Continued on page 1046) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Too Old To | earn? 


In the January 24, 1920, issue of THE 
SunpAy ScHoo.t Trmes, on the front 
page, there was a testimony from a 
man who later in life was forced to 
learn a new means of earning a living, 
Thinking of an old saving, “You can't 
teach an old dog new tricks,” he was 
very discouraged; but he came upon 
the verse, 2 Corinthians 5:17. On the 
streneth of that he set to work and 
was successful, ,. . 

I should like very much to have a 
covy of this if possible—A Minne- 
sota reader. 

A clipping of the editorial note, prob- 
ably written by Dr. Charles Trumbull, 
was sent to the Minnesota reader. As 
it may have a bit of encouragement for 
present-day readers, it is given below: 

“When must we stop learning? At 
what point in our present life must we 
lock back regretfully at our past life 
and say, ‘I could have learned to do this 
when I was younger, but I cannot expect 
to now’? Is the proverb, ‘You can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks,’ a word that the 
children of God need to reckon with? 
Or have the born-again children of God, 
with Christ as their life, better possi- 
bilities than old dogs? A Christian man, 
who found himself quoting that proverb 
when confronted with the necessity of 
learning to do certain new things in the 
Lord’s service, later found to his delight 
that the sufficiency of Christ for himself 
included his ability to master work that 
had at first seemed insuperable. ‘There- 
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creation: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new’ (2 
Cor. 5:17). That difficult detail of man- 
ual work, or intellectual study, or effi- 
ciency in method, which you have just 
about been giving up in discouragement 
—will you dare to believe that Christ’s 
grace is sufficient for that? Is He able?” 
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The Incarnation of Christ 


Foretold in prophecy, recorded in history, and 
given pre-eminence in theology 


E word “incarnation” is made up 
of three parts. The first part means 
“in,” the second means “flesh,” and 
the third part is a suffix of action. The 
word, therefore, means “the act of be- 
coming incarnate, especially, the assump- 
tion of human nature by Jesus Christ, 
the second Person of the _ Trinity” 
(Standard Dictionary). In this sense 
the incarnation of Christ is an event 
entirely unique in the history of the uni- 
verse. The term can never rightly be 
used of any created being; it belongs 
only to Deity. The word also teaches 
the pre-existence of the one becoming 
incarnate, because personal action is re- 
quired by the one coming in flesh. The 
Lord Jesus could say, “Before Abraham 
was, I am” (John 8:58). The word 
also teaches that the one becoming in- 
carnate could not be born according 
to the laws of human generation. The 
incarnation of Christ was not the be- 
getting of a new being, but the coming 
in flesh through a virgin mother of one 
who had being before. “He did not make 
Himself a ‘double Being’ by becoming 
Incarnate” (Canon Liddon). It is Scrip- 
tural to say that Christ assumed human 
nature, for the word “assume” means 
to “take to” (ad, to: sumo, take). Christ 
“took upon him the form of a servant” 
(Phil. 2:7). Therefore Christ “cannot 
be supposed to have come into existence 
according to the old Adamic type” (Mar- 
tensen). We shall consider the incar- 
nation of Christ as seen in prophecy, in 
history, and in theology 


I. In PROPHECY 

1. The incarnation of Christ is a sub- 
ject of prophecy, Moses wrote that He 
would come as the “seed” of the woman 
(Gen. 3:15), and as the “seed” of Abra- 
ham (Gen. 22:18). Galatians 4:4 shows 
the fulfillment of the prophecy of Gene- 
sis 3:15, and Galatians 3:16, the fulfill- 
ment of Genesis 22:18: “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman”; “Now 
to Abraham and his seed were the prom- 
ises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy 
seed, which is Christ.” 

Isaiah, “the richest mine in Messianic 
prophecy,” declares the incarnation of 
Christ in these sublime words: “Be- 
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel 
.. . For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The Father of Eternity 
{Heb.], The Prince of Peace. Of the in- 
crease of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne 





All the great truths of salvation de- 
pend upon the fact that the Son of 
God became man, for it was only by 
becoming man that He could bridge 
the gulf between God and man. At 
the Christmas season, when all will 
be thinking of the birth of Christ, 
it is well for believers to review this 
foundation doctrine of our faith. Dr. 
Petrie, a member of the faculty of 
the Simpson Bible Institute, Seattle, 
and one who has frequently written 
for The Sunday School Times, has 
brought together in this article out- 
standing passages from Scripture and 
from the writings of evangelical the- 
ologians on this subject. Belief in 
the incarnation is a test of Scrip- 
tural soundness, for the Apostle John 
wrote: “Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God: and every spirit that con- 
fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is not of God: and this 
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof 
ye have heard that it should come; 
and even now already is it in the 
world” (1 John 4:2, 3). 








of David, and upon his kingdom, to order 


it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord cf hosts will 
perform this” (Isa. 7:14: 9:6, 7). The 
“child,” the “son.” virgin- 
born, a king on earth, and yet He was 
the “mighty God, The Father of Eter- 


was to be 


nity.” My readers will know that Mat- 
thew 1:22, 23 records the fulfillment of 
Isaiah 7:14, and Luke 1:31-33 that of 


Isaiah 9:6, 7, in Jesus of Nazareth, born 
of the Virgin Mary. 

David prophesied of the incarnaticn of 
Christ, and declared that His body would 
be prepared by God, and not by human 
generation: “Wherefore when he cometh 


into the world, he saith, a body 
didst thou prepare for me Then 
said I, Lo, I am come . to do thy will, 
O God” (Heb. 10:5-7, R.V.). “The com- 


ing of Christ, the Son of God, into the 
world, His coming in the flesh by assum- 
ing our nature, was the effect of the 
mutual counsel of the Father and the 
Son... . The preparation of it [the body] 
is in a peculiar manner assigned unto 
the Father” (John Owen, on Heb. 10). 
And John Owen continues, “And we 
through Christ do believe in God, even 
the Father, when we assign unto him 
the glory of all the holy properties of 
His nature, as acting originally in the 
contrivance, and for the effecting of 
our salvation.” 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


In a passage almost as noble as Isaiah’s, 
the Prophet Micah prophesied the incar- 
nation of Christ: “But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is t 
be ruler in Israel; whose goings fort! 
have been from of old, from everlasting’ 
(5:2). Matthew 2 records the fulfill 
ment of that prophecy, and shows that 
He who was “born in Bethlehem” of the 
Virgin Mary was the Eternal One. ~- 

2. The theophanies (manifestations of 
God) in the Old Testament were proph- 
ecies of the future incarnation of Christ. 
Tertullian (A.D. 145-220) wrote that they 
were “rehearsals of His subsequent In- 
carnation. . He it was who at all times 
came down to hold converse with men, 
from Adam on to the patriarchs and the 
prophets, in vision, in dream, in mirror, 
in dark saying; ever from the beginning 
laying the foundation of the course of 
His dispensations, which He meant to 
follow out to the very last. Thus was 
He ...no other than the Word which 
was to be made flesh These events 
happened as an image, as a mirror, as 
an enigma of the future Incarnation” 
(Church Fathers, Vol. III, p. 612). Canon 
Liddon wisely and beautifully says of 
the theophanies: “Do they not suggest, 
as their natural climax an explanation, 
some Personal Self-unveiling of God be- 
fore the eyes of His creatures? Would 
not God appear to have been training 
His pecple, by this long and mysterious 
series of communications, at length to 
recognize and to worship Him when hid- 
den under, and indissolubly one with 
a created nature? they were suc- 
cessive lessons addressed to the eye and 
to the ear of ancient piety, in anticipa- 
tion of a coming Incarnation of God” 
(“Our Lord’s Divinity,” pp. 58, 59). 


Il. In History 


The history of the incarnation of 
Christ is recorded in Matthew 1: 18-25; 
Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-14; John 1:1, 14 


Spirit-taught Christians accept this his- 
tory as written. They have “the assur- 
ance of the inner truth and original 
perfection of the testimony of the Gos- 
pels, and take for granted here that the 
image of Christ, handed down to us in 
the four Canonical Gospels, is genuine” 
(Martensen, in “Christian Dogmatics”) 
The Gospel writers mentioned testify 
clearly and purely these facts: Christ 
was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and 
born of the Virgin Mary; that He was 
Immanuel, God with us (Matt. 1:20, 23); 
that He was the Lord (Luke 1:43); that 
He was “Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11); 
that He was God (John 1:1 with 14). 
Modern liberalism does not accept that 
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But Modern liberalism is saying nothing 
new: it was all said by heretics of the 
lst century. Martensen says, “They make 
their appearance ever afresh; and as 
often as they present themselves the 
Church repels them.” My “Americana” 
of 1910 says, “The historicity of the vir- 
gin birth has recently been keenly at- 
tacked on the most diverse grounds, 
principally by those who eliminate the 
supernatural.” That might have been 
written in 1952. The modern liberal 
teaching is the old Ebionite teaching of 
the lst century, which taught that Jesus 
was naturally born; that He was born 
by human generation; that Joseph was 
His father. It was the denial of the vir- 
gin birth that made John Owen write: 
“Of all the evils which I have seen in 
the days of my pilgrimage, now draw- 
ing to their close, there is none more 
grievous than the public contempt of the 
principal mysteries of the Gospel among 
those who are called Christians” (“Glory 
of Christ,” p. 107). 

John’s account of the history of the in- 
carnation of Christ is sublime in itself, 
and sufficient for the Spirit-taught Chris- 
tian. Certainly he was well acquainted 
with the history of Matthew and Luke 
when he wrote of Christ: “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God, ... 
And the Word. became flesh, and taber- 
nacled among us”*(John 1:1, 14, R.V.). 


III. IN THEOLOGY 


The letters of the New Testament give 
us the theology of the Church of the Ist 
century—the century in which, as we 
believe, the entire New Testament was 
written. These writers had a theology 
of the incarnation of Christ. We shall 
look into some of them. They taught 
the mystery of it. 


1. The mystery of the incarnation is 
taught in 1 Timothy 3:16: “Confessedly 
great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifested in the flesh” (from the 
Greek). In the same chapter it is stated 
that the ministers of the Word must hold 
the “mystery of the faith in a pure con- 
science” (v. 9). The orthodox theo- 
logians of all ages have expressed them- 
selves on the mystery of the virgin birth 
cf Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. 
Clement of Alexandria (A.D, 153-217), 
writing of the “Lord clothing Himself 
with flesh,” exclaims, “O divine mys- 
tery!” Luther, writing about the virgin 
birth of “our Saviour Christ,” said: “We 
should joy and delight in these blessed 
things, more than in all the treasure on 
earth, disputing not how it came to pass, 
that He, who fills Heaven and earth, and 
whom neither Heaven nor earth is able 
to comprehend, was inclosed in the pure 
body of His mother” (“Table Talk,” No. 
186). John Owen, the erudite Puritan 
Father, says of the virgin birth of Christ: 
“This is that which no reason can com- 
prehend, which nothing in nature can 
parallel or illustrate, that the one and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the same person should be both God and 
man. .. . This carries the mystery of 
the wisdom of God above the reason 
or understanding of men and angels, to 
be the object of faith and admiration 
only. It is a mystery that becomes the 
greatness of God” (“Glory of Christ”). 
My readers may appreciate the follow- 
ing difference between faith and the 
natural reason, and apply it to the vir- 
gin birth of Christ. 

Faith is higher than reason; faith is 
quicker than reason; faith is more per- 
ceptive than reason. Reason is slow; 
reason is long; reason is laborious; rea- 
son climbs up step by step; faith leaps 
to tae top. Reason questions, faith ac- 
cepts; reason doubts, faith knows, Canon 
Liddon put the virgin birth this way: 
“Nor do the prerogatives of our Lord’s 
Manhood destroy Its perfection and re- 
ality, although they do undoubtedly invest 
It with a robe of mystery, which Faith 





Mary's Lullaby 
By Martha V. Binde 


i i MUST have been a 
song— 
Fair Mary’s lullaby: 
The cattle turned their heads to 
hear, 
And listened, kind and shy: 
Sleep, little Son, sleep, Holy One, 
No fear shalt Thou be knowing; 
Smile in Thy sleep, slumbering 
deep; 
The cows are softly lowing, 
Far. far on high, stars in the sky 
Keep loving watch above Thee, 
Sleep. Holy One, sleep, little Son, 
Sleep on, near those who love 
Thee. 


lovely 











must acknowledge. but which she can- 
not hope to penetrate” (“Our Lord’s Di- 
vinity”). 

2. They taught the pre-existence of the 
incarnate one. “Who, being in the form 
of God ,. , took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men” (Phil. 2:6, 7). Surely no com- 
ment is needed on that statement. It 
plainly teaches that Christ, before His 
incarnation, was in “the form of God.” 
The Greek word there is a very strong 
one, and carries the idea of an uncreated 
Being, self-existence, life in one’s self. 
The word “being” (Greek, huparchon) 
“describes our Lord’s essential, and 
therefore eternal, being in the true 
nature of God; while ‘taking on the form 
of a servant’ similarly refers to His vol- 
untary assumption of the true nature 
of man” (Ellicott’s Commentary). 

In a passage full of beauty, John sets 
forth the pre-existence of Jesus Christ: 
“That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our ecyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have han- 
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dled, of the Word of life; (For the life 
was manifested, and we have seen it, 
and bear witness, and shew unto you 
that eternal life. which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us” (1 
John 1:1, 2). The teaching is, since 
Christ was pre-existent, since He had 
life in Himself, just as the Father did, 
and with whom He is equal, He could 
not have been born after the law of hu- 
man generation. We have before shown 
that the theophanies of Old Testament 
times were appearances of Jehovah- 
Jesus. There is a definite proof text 
that Jesus was Jehovah. In John 12: 
36-41 reference is made to the vision of 
Isaiah of Jehovah “sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up.” Then John quotes 
words from that very chapter, and closes 
with this: “These things said Isaiah, 
because he saw his glory; and he spake 
of him” (R.V.). It agrees perfectly with 
our Lord’s own words when He spoke of 
His own glcerious pre-existence: “And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was” (John 17:5). 

2. The theology of the New Testament 
writers concerning the incarnate Christ 
is that He was and is God In Romans 
9:5 Paul says: “Whose are the fathers, 
and of whem as concerning the flesh 
Christ came. who is over all, God blessed 
for ever.” The heart of the true believer 
exults at such words! Here is a precious 
gem for my readers. In Hebrews chap- 
ter 1, the writer gloriously and bril- 
liantly shows that Christ is “God”: “But 
unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever,” and in chap- 
ter 2 he shows that Christ is also man. 
I have used Philippians 2:6 to show that 
Christ was pre-existent:; now I use it 
again to show that it teaches that He 
was God: “Who, being in the form of 
God.” Origen says on the Godhead of 
Christ:, “He in the last times, divesting 
Himself (of His glory), became a man, 
and was incarnate although God, and 
while made a man remained the God 
which He was” (De Principiis). In 
1 John 5:20 the fact that Jesus Christ 
is God is emphasized: “And we know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true. and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ, 
This is the true God, and eternal life.” 

I close this study with the words of 
two Spirit-taught teachers, who were 
mighty in the Scriptures. The incarna- 
tion of Christ “is the glory of Christian 
religion and the animating soul of all 
evangelical truth” (John Owen). “It has 
supplied the background of the devotions 
of the untold multitudes who through 
the Christian ages have been worship- 
pers of Christ” (Benjamin B. Warfield). 

May our Christmas contemplation of 
it, as John Owen says, “issue in holy 
admiration, humble adoration, and joy- 
ful thanksgiving.” 
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Lesson for December 21 


The First Christmas Eve 
By Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. 


ETHLEHEM is a beautiful name. It 

sounds pleasant to our ears. All 
Christians love that name our 
Saviour was born there. and, as we all 
know, it means “House of Bread” or 
“House of Meat.” Whether it was so 
called from the wheat and barley fields 
which surround it, and _ incidentally 
where the first wheat in all the world 
originated, or whether it was called s« 
from the generosity of its people in giv- 
ing bread to those who had none, we 
do not know. 


because 


We ourselves eat Bethlehem’s bread 
every day of our lives. Recently we had 
some missionary guests from Egypt who 
said, “We have no good bread like this 
in Egypt.” Bethlehem’s bread is better 
—better still the Bread from Heaven 
that came down one night long ago, No 
place has a better right to be called 
Hcuse of Bread than does Bethlehem. 

Bethlehem always a_ kind 
place for weary travelers. At the en- 
trance of Ephrata or Bethlehem, poor 
Rachel! died and was buried by the road- 
side. Bethlehem provided no _ better 
place for Heaven’s King than a stable 
and a manger of tibn, Not the fragrant 
timothy or cicver hay, but tibn, the 
straw, broken and soiled by the feet 
of the animals who walked on it for 
weary hours in threshing out the wheat 

“I fear that my little my little 
Jesus, will be born tonight,” the Virgin 
may have said as she entered the stable, 
and how she longed for better 
place for the great event, but she meekly 
bowed her head to the hard circum- 
stance that met her. Joseph did what 
he could to make her comfortable with 


was not 


son, 


some 


his calloused yet tender carpenter’s 
hands, 
He came that night. Our Lord Jesus 


Christ came to that inhospitable place 
He came from the glory cof His Father's 


presence and an innumerable company 
of angels to that poor shelter in Beth- 
lehem, 


From Bethlehem’s hill, for Bethlehem 
like Jerusalem, is built on a hill, a wide 
view may be had. Far to the east are 
the blue mountains of Moab, where dea1 
Ruth was born, a nctable ancestor of 
our Saviour. Closer at hand can be seen 
the fields of Boaz, where she 
“handfuls of purpose” after the reapers, 
and where we, too, glean the hand- 
fuls of purpose left for us. The dim 
light of the shepherds’ fire cculd prob- 
ably be seen, and surely that glory light 


gleaned 


may 


from Heaven must have briefly illumi- 
nated the whole landscape. Closer at 
hand were a hundred tiny flames of 


fires and lamps showing from Bethle- 
hem’s doors and windows. 

Suddenly there was heard in the stable 
a clamor of voices from just outside on 
Milk Grotto Street. “Who is there?” 
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Joseph may have called out. “Who calls 
so late?” 

“We are shepherds seeking for a new- 
born king about whom angels from 
Heaven tcld us. Is he here? Is there 


a newly born babe here? There is? Oh, 
we are but rude shepheris, but may 
we see Him? May we see the one about 


whom the angels sang?” 

“Yes, said Joseph 
“Come in and see Him. See He is yon- 
der wrapped in swaddling clothes lying 
in the manger, for we have no cradle 
for Him.” 


yes, come _ in,” 


“Swaddling clothes, lying in a man- 
ger,” the shepherds repeated in awe. 
“Just what the angels cf God told us, 
and now we have found Him. The Sav- 
iour who is Christ the Lord.” They sank 
to their knees in adoring praise. A long 
knelt before the manger 


time they 


Christmas Joy 
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where the little Lord Jesus was quietly 
sleeping. 

A long time they spoke with Joseph 
and Mary relates the minutest details 
of their soul-stirring revelation. The 
blessed Virgin heard with starry eyes. 
Perhaps she told them of Gabriel’s com- 
ing to her. Perhaps she told them of 
Elisabeth and Zebedee’s son. Certain it 
is that she kept all these sayings and 
pondered them in her heart. She never 
forgot that night. That Christmas night 

So may we, too, never forget that 
night. May we, too, in our heart of 
hearts kneel before that manger and do 
homage to Him who came. Especially 
on this Advent eve may our hearts grow 
tender and rejoice, for, “Lo, the Saviour 
of the world is come,” and thus may our 
souls be blessed this Christmas time in 
remembering Him, 

BETHLEHEM. 


What it is and what it is not 


star, they re- 
joy” 


“When they saw the 


joiced with exceeding great 


(Matt. 2:10) 
OME years ago a Christmas card was 
published with the title, “If Christ 
Had Not Come.” It depicted a minister 
falling inte a short sleep in his study 
on Christmes morning, and dreaming of 
a world in which Jesus had never come. 
were no 
corner, 


He .was at home, but there 
little stockings in the chimney 
no Christmas bells or wreaths of holly, 
no ecarels such as “Silent Night! Holy 
Night.”. Then he walked down the 
street, but saw no church with its spire 
pointing heavenward. He thought he 
would visit a sick friend at the hospital 
but when he got there he found no hos- 
study, 
library 


he saw 
abcut 


pital Returning to his 
that every book in his 
the Saviour had disappeared 

There was a ring at the doorbell, and 
a messenger asked him to visit a poor 
dying mother. He hurried to the home 
and sat down by the bedside and said, 
“I have something here that will comfcrt 
He opened his Bible to read John 


you.” 

3:16. “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son,” and 
Jchn 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be 


troubled.” but it was all gone. His Bible 
ended with Malachi. There was no sal- 
vation secured and no Heaven promised 
He bowed his head and wept with her 
bitterly. Two days later he conducted 
her funerel. There was no message of 
consolation, no word of glorious resur- 
rection, no open Heaven. “Dust to dust, 
ashes to ashes, earth to earth, good-by.” 
Christ had not come. He burst into tears 
in his scrrowful]l dream, 

Then he awoke as he heard his choir 
singing in the church near by: 
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O come. all ye faithful, joyful and trium- 

phent, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him, born the King of 

angels 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 

Christmas has always been a time of 
joy for most of us. It is also a time of 
strong emotions Never is sorrow as 
painful as at Christmas. Never is joy 
so ecstatic. Never do home and loved 
ones mean quite so much. Never are 
we more afraid when these are threat- 
ened or taken. Never is loneliness so 
sharpened. Never are memories of the 
keen. For Christmas is child- 
hcod memories plus all of the Christ- 
mases of all the years rolled up into one 
As we think of the subtractions the years 
have brought, there is pain as well as 
pleasure. Christmas is a time of love 
and hate about us, of peace and war in 
the world, of faith in God and man and 
of worry. 

We find all these emotions the first 
Christmas. The dictator Herod, fearful 
and cruel, was ready to murder the 
babies of Bethlehem for reasons of state 
Their mothers wept in grief. Multitudes 
were feasting in the inn, but Jesus had 
no place but the stable. The sinners of 
Jerusalem were troubled. Fear came 
upon those visited by the angel visitants 
to be supplanted by great joy. 

There are 365 “fear nots” in the Bible 
one for every day of the year. More than 
450 times is the note of joy and rejoicin: 
sounded in the Scriptures. “For the joy 
that was set before him,” our Lord en- 
dured the cross. In fact, joy in the Bible 
is never separated from suffering. Jere- 
miah, the weeping prophet, living when 
Jerusalem was destroyed and his people 
exiled, assures them in chapter 31 that 


past so 
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But Modern liberalism is saying nothing 
new: it was all said by heretics of the 
lst century. Martensen says, “They make 
their appearance ever afresh; and as 
often as they present themselves the 
Church repels them.” My “Americana” 
of 1910 says, “The historicity of the vir- 
gin birth has recently been keenly at- 
tacked on the most diverse grounds, 
principally by those who eliminate the 
supernatural.” That might have been 
written in 1952. The modern liberal 
teaching is the old Ebionite teaching of 
the Ist century, which taught that Jesus 
was naturally born; that He was born 
by human generation; that Joseph was 
His father. It was the denial of the vir- 
gin birth that made John Owen write: 
*Of all the evils which I have seen in 
the days of my pilgrimage, now draw- 
ing to their close, there is none more 
grievous than the public contempt of the 
principal mysteries of the Gospel among 
those who are called Christians” (“Glory 
of Christ,” p. 107). 

John’s account of the history of the in- 
carnation of Christ is sublime in itself, 
and sufficient for the Spirit-taught Chris- 
tian. Certainly he was well acquainted 
with the history of Matthew and Luke 
when he wrote of Christ: “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God, ,.. 
And the Word. became flesh, and taber- 
nacled among us”*(John 1:1, 14, R.V.). 


III. IN THEOLOGY 


The letters of the New Testament give 
us the theology of the Church of the Ist 
century—the century in which, as we 
believe, the entire New Testament was 
written. These writers had a theology 
of the incarnation of Christ. We shall 
look into some of them. They taught 
the mystery of it. 


1. The mystery of the incarnation is 
taught in 1 Timothy 3:16: “Confessedly 
great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifested in the flesh” (from the 
Greek). In the same chapter it is stated 
that the ministers of the Word must hold 
the “mystery of the faith in a pure con- 
science” (v. 9). The orthodox theo- 
logians of all ages have expressed them- 
selves on the mystery of the virgin birth 
cf Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. 


Clement of Alexandria (A.D, 153-217), 
writing of the “Lord clothing Himself 
with flesh,” exclaims, “O divine mys- 


tery!” Luther, writing about the virgin 
birth of “our Saviour Christ,” said: “We 
should joy and delight in these blessed 
things, more than in all the treasure on 
earth, disputing not how it came to pass, 
that He, who fills Heaven and earth, and 
whom neither Heaven nor earth is able 
to comprehend, was inclosed in the pure 
body of His mother” (“Table Talk,” No. 
186). John Owen, the erudite Puritan 


Father, says of the virgin birth of Christ: 
“This is that which no reason can com- 
prehend, which nothing in nature can 
parallel or illustrate, that the one and 
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the same person should be both God and 
man. . . . This carries the mystery of 
the wisdom of God above the reason 
or understanding of men and angels, to 
be the object of faith and admiration 
only. It is a mystery that becomes the 
greatness of God” (“Glory of Christ”). 
My readers may appreciate the follow- 
ing difference between faith and the 
natural reason, and apply it to the vir- 
gin birth of Christ. 

Faith is higher than reason; faith is 
quicker than reason; faith is more per- 
ceptive than reason. Reason is slow; 
reason is long; reason is laborious; rea- 
son climbs up step by step; faith leaps 
to tae top. Reason questions, faith ac- 
cepts; reason doubts, faith knows, Canon 
Liddon put the virgin birth this way: 
“Nor do the prerogatives of our Lord’s 
Manhood destroy Its perfection and re- 
ality, although they do undoubtedly invest 
It with a robe of mystery, which Faith 





Mary's Lullaby 
By Martha V. Binde 


T MUST have 
song— 
Fair Mary’s lullaby: 
The cattle turned their heads to 
hear, 
And listened, kind and shy: 
Sleep, little Son, sleep, Holy One, 
No fear shalt Thou be knowing; 
Smile in Thy sleep, slumbering 
deep; 
The cows are softly lowing, 
Far, far on high, stars in the sky 
Keep loving watch above Thee, 
Sleep, Holy One, sleep, little Son, 
Sleep on, near those who love 
Thee. 


been a lovely 











must acknowledge, but which she can- 
not hope to penetrate” (“Our Lord’s Di- 
vinity”). 

2. They taught the pre-existence of the 
incarnate one. “Who, being in the form 
of God ,. , took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men” (Phil. 2:6, 7). Surely no com- 
ment is needed on that statement. It 
plainly teaches that Christ, before His 
incarnation, was in “the form of God.” 
The Greek word there is a very strong 
one, and carries the idea of an uncreated 
Being, self-existence, life in one’s self. 
The word “being” (Greek, huparchon) 
“describes our Lord’s essential, and 
therefore eternal, being in the true 
nature of God: while ‘taking on the form 
of a servant’ similarly refers to His vol- 
untary assumption of the true nature 
of man” (Ellicott’s Commentary). 

In a passage full of beauty, John sets 
forth the pre-existence of Jesus Christ: 
“That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our cyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have han- 
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dled, of the Word of life; (For the life 
was manifested, and we have seen it, 
and bear witness, and shew unto you 
that eternal life. which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us” (1 
John 1:1, 2). The teaching is, since 
Christ was pre-existent, since He had 
life in Himself, just as the Father did, 
and with whom He is equal, He could 
not have been born after the law of hu- 
man generation. We have before shown 
that the theophanies of Old Testament 
times were appearances of Jehovah- 
Jesus. There is a definite proof text 
that Jesus was Jehovah. In John 12: 
36-41 reference is made to the vision of 
Isaiah of Jehovah “sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up.” Then John quotes 
words from that very chapter, and closes 
with this: “These things said Isaiah, 
because he saw his glory; and he spake 
of him” (R.V.). It agrees perfectly with 
our Lord’s own words when He spoke of 
His own glerious pre-existence: “And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was” (John 17:5). 

2. The theology of the New Testament 
writers concerning the incarnate Christ 
is that He was and is God. In Romans 
9:5 Paul says: “Whose are the fathers, 
and of whcm as concerning the flesh 
Christ came. who is over all, God blessed 
for ever.” The heart of the true believer 
exults at such words! Here is a precious 
gem for my readers. In Hebrews chap- 
ter 1, the writer gloriously and bril- 
liantly shows that Christ is “God”: “But 
unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever,” and in chap- 
ter 2 he shows that Christ is also man. 
I have used Philippians 2:6 to show that 
Christ was pre-existent: now I use it 
again to show that it teaches that He 
was God: “Who, being in the form of 
God.” Origen says on the Godhead of 
Christ:, “He in the last times, divesting 
Himself (of His glory), became a man, 
and was incarnate although God, and 
while made a man remained the God 
which He was” (De Principiis). In 
1 John 5:20 the fact that Jesus Christ 
is God is emphasized: “And we know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God, and eternal life.” 

I close this study with the words of 
two Spirit-taught teachers, who were 
mighty in the Scriptures. The incarna- 
tion of Christ “is the glory of Christian 
religion and the animating soul of all 
evangelical truth” (John Owen). “It has 
supplied the background of the devotions 
of the untold multitudes who through 
the Christian ages have been worship- 
pers of Christ” (Benjamin B, Warfield). 

May our Christmas contemplation of 
it, as John Owen says, “issue in holy 
admiration, humble adoration, and joy- 
ful thanksgiving.” 
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Lesson for December 21 


The First Christmas Eve 
By Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. 


ETHLEHEM is a beautiful name. It 

sounds pleasant to our ears. All 
Christians love that name because our 
Saviour was born there, and, as we all 
know, it means “House of Bread” or 
“House of Meat.” Whether it was so 
called from the wheat and barley fields 
which surround it, and _ incidentally 
where the first wheat in all the world 
originated, or whether it was called s¢ 
from the generosity of its people in giv- 


ing bread to those who had none, we 
do not know. 
We ourselves eat Bethlehem’s bread 


every day of our lives. Recently we had 
some missionary guests from Egypt who 
said, “We have no good bread like this 
in Egypt.” Bethlehem’s bread is better 
—better still the Bread from Heaven 
that came down one night long ago, No 
place has a better right to be called 
Hcuse of Bread than does Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem always a kind 
place for weary travelers. At the en- 
trance of Ephrata or Bethlehem, 
Rachel! died and was buried by the road- 
side. Bethlehem provided no _ better 
place for Heaven’s King than a stable 
Not the fragrant 


was not 


poor 


and a manger of tibn 
timothy or cicver hay, but tibn, the 
straw, broken and soiled by the feet 
of the animals who walked on it for 
weary hours in threshing out the wheat, 

“I fear that my little son, my little 
Jesus, will be born tonight,” the Virgin 
may have said as she entered the stable, 
and how she longed for better 
place for the great event, but she meekly 
bowed her head to the hard circum- 
stance that met her. Joseph did what 
he could to make her comfortable with 


some 


his calloused yet tender carpenter’s 
hands. 
He came that night. Our Lord Jesus 


Christ came to that inhospitable place 
He came from the glory of His Father's 
presence and an innumerable company 
of angels to that poor shelter in Beth- 
lehem, 

From Bethlehem’s hill, for Bethlehem 
like Jerusalem, is built on a hill, a wide 
view may be had. Far to the east are 
the blue mountains of Moab, where dear 
Ruth was born, a nctable ancestor of 
our Saviour. Closer at hand can be seen 
the fields of Boaz, where she 
“handfuls of purpose” after the reapers, 
and where we, too, may glean the hand- 
fuls of purpose left for us. The dim 
light of the shepherds’ fire cculd prob- 
ably be seen, and surely that glory light 


gleaned 


from Heaven must have briefly illumi- 
nated the whole landscape. Closer at 
hand were a hundred tiny flames of 


fires and lamps showing from Bethle- 
hem’s doors and windows. 

Suddenly there was heard in the stable 
a clamor of voices from just outside on 
Milk Grotto Street. “Who is there?” 
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Joseph may have called out. “Who calls 
so late?” 

“We are shepherds seeking for a new- 
born king about whom angels from 
Heaven tcld us. Is he here? Is there 
a newly born babe here? There is? Oh, 
we are but rude shephers, but may 
we see Him? May we see the one about 
whom the angels sang?” 

“Yes, come in,” said Joseph. 
“Come in and see Him. See He is yon- 
der wrapped in swaddling clothes lying 
in the manger, for we have no cradle 
for Him.” 

“Swaddling clothes, 
ger,” the 
“Just what 
and now we have found Him. 
iour who is Christ the Lord.” 
to their knees in adoring praise. 
knelt before the 


yes, 


lying in a man- 
shepherds repeated in awe. 
the angels cf God told us, 
The Sav- 
They sank 
A long 
manger 


time they 


Christmas Joy 
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where the little Lord Jesus was quietly 
sleeping. 

A long time they spoke with Joseph 
and Mary relates the minutest details 
of their soul-stirring revelation. The 
blessed Virgin heard with starry eyes. 
Perhaps she told them of Gabriel’s com- 
ing to her. Perhaps she told them of 
Elisabeth and Zebedee’s son. Certain it 
is that she kept all these sayings and 
pondered them in her heart. She never 
forgot that night. That Christmas night 

So may we, too, never forget that 
night. May we, too, in our heart of 
hearts kneel before that manger and do 
homage to Him who came. Especially 
on this Advent eve may our hearts grow 
tender and rejoice, for, “Lo, the Saviour 
of the world is come,” and thus may our 
souls be blessed this Christmas time in 
remembering Him, 

BETHLEHEM. 


What it is and what it is not 


star, they re- 
great joy” 


“When they saw the 
joiced with exceeding 
(Matt, 2:10). 


OME years ago a Christmas card was 
published with the title, “If Christ 
Had Not Come.” It depicted a minister 
falling intc a short sleep in his study 
on Christmas morning, and dreaming of 
a world in which Jesus had never come. 
He was at home, but there 
little stockings in the chimney 
no Christmas bells or wreaths of holly, 
no carels such as “Silent Night! Holy 
Night.” Then he walked down the 
street, but saw no church with its spire 
pointing heavenward. He thought he 
would visit a sick friend at the hospital 
but when he got there he found no hos- 
pital. Returning to his study, 
that every book in his library 
the Saviour had disappeared 
There was a ring at the doorbell, and 
a messenger asked him to visit a poor 
dying mother. He hurried to the home 
and sat down by the bedside and said, 
“I have something here that will comfcrt 


were no 
corner, 


he saw 
abcut 


you.” He opened his Bible to read John 
3:16. “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son,” and 
Jchn 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be 


troubled.” but it was all gone. His Bible 
ended with Malachi. There was no sal- 
vation secured and no Heaven promised 
He bowed his head and wept with her 
bitterly. Two days later he conducted 
her funerel. There was no message of 
consolation, no word of glorious resur- 
rection, no open Heaven. “Dust to dust, 
ashes to ashes, earth to earth, good-by.” 
Christ had not come. He burst into tears 
in his scrrowful dream, 

Then he awoke as he heard his choir 
singing in the church near by: 


By the REV. BARTLETT L. HESS, Ph.D. 


O come. all ye faithful, joyful and trium- 

phent. 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him, born the King of 

angels, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 

Christmas has always been a time of 
joy for most of us. It is also a time of 
strong emotions Never is sorrow as 
painful as at Christmas. Never is joy 
so ecstatic. Never do home and loved 
ones mean quite so much. Never are 
we more afraid when these are threat- 
ened or taken. Never is loneliness so 
sharpened. Never are memories of the 
past so keen. For Christmas is child- 
hcod memories plus all of the Christ- 
mases of all the years rolled up into one 
As we think of the subtractions the years 
have brought, there is pain as well as 
pleasure. Christmas is a time of love 
and hate about us, of peace and war in 
the world, of faith in God and man and 
of worry. 

We find all these emotions the first 
Christmas. The dictator Herod, fearful 
and cruel, was ready to murder the 
babies of Bethlehem for reasons of state. 
Their mothers wept in grief. Multitudes 
were feasting in the inn, but Jesus had 
no place but the stable. The sinners of 
Jerusalem were troubled. Fear came 
upon those visited by the angel visitants 
to be supplanted by great joy. 

There are 365 “fear nots” in the Bible 
one for every day of the year. More than 
450 times is the note of joy and rejoicin:s 
sounded in the Scriptures. “For the joy 
that was set before him,” our Lord en- 
dured the cross. In fact, joy in the Bible 


is never separated from suffering. Jere- 
miah, the weeping prophet, living when 
Jerusalem was destroyed and his people 
exiled, 


assures them in chapter 31 that 
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God will make His people “rejoice from 
their sorrow.” Isaiah sees a time when 
everlasting joy shall come “and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away” (Isa, 51:11). 
Our Lord told His disciples that their 
sorrow would be turned into joy. 

That first Christmas there was joy on 
earth, sorrow in Heaven. Only the Son 
of God coming to earth as a baby could 
atone for man’s sin and bring him to 
God. Yet Heaven’s greatest gift was 
passed by unnoticed and found no wel- 
come on earth, 

“Joy” is first referred to in the experi- 
ence of the Wise Men. They lost the 
star en route and turned aside to Jeru- 
salem to get their bearings. There 
through Herod and the students of the 
Law they learned that Bethlehem was to 
be the birthplace of Jesus. When they 
started out on. the six miles from Jeru- 
salem to Bethlehem, there was the star 
again. “When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy” (Matt. 
2:10). Their joy was ecstatic, not be- 
cause they worshiped the star, not be- 
cause it was the end of life for them, 
but because it was the means to the end 
they sought. It is so easy in life to be- 
come occupied with means and forget 
they are only incidental to the ends. 

Christmas can be external wrappings 
and dececrations. It can be the tree and 
its trimmings, the gay lights and pretty 
boxes, the mechanical toys and the cry- 
ing dolls. It can be presents and candy 
and cake. We can be so intent on the 
“things,” that we miss the “thing.” When 
the angels had left the shepherds they 
said one to another, “Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass.” The word trans- 
lated “thing” can mean “word” or 
“thing.” It was the Word of God ful- 
filled in human events, the birth of 
Christ. But in this passage the meaning 
is “Thing’—this tremendous “Thing” 
that God has done in history and in our 
hearts, 

A Christmas issue of the New Yorker 
contained such ads as these: “What 
greater treasure of Christmas giving?” 
(Sheets and pillow cases). “Crowning 
gift of all, our lovebird scarf of Russian 
sables, the heads nestled side by side, 
$9,000.” “Christmas is a good idea—by 
Elizabeth Arden,” as if Elizabeth Arden 
invented it or at least deigned to ap- 
prove of it. “Christmas everywhere! And 
in America it’s—Cashmeres.” “ ‘My Love’ 
for Christmas” (perfume). “Curtain 
Calls for Christmas.”. (Humorous ash 
trays). “Gifts of Good Taste” (whiskey). 
“Dream Wear for Christmas Angels” 
(children’s pajamas). 

One can become so absorbed in the 
stage setting he does not see the opera, 
in the instruments he does not hear the 
orchestra. The star to the Wise Men 
was only a prop knocked out when they 
found the Saviour Himself. We do not 
rcad about their following stars going 
home. It was fine for the Wise Men 
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to be interested in stars—that was their 
business. It is fine for each of us to 
have his business and his home and his 
responsibilities of daily life. Had the 
Wise Men been interested only in the 
stars they would never have found 
Christ. That which God has given us as 
something good can become our god, 
and we become lost in the blind alley 
of the means of life. 

Christmas can be most dangerous. At 
suppertime on December 25 a few years 
ago, a Christmas tree in a house in 
Hyndman, Pa., with a population of 1,325, 
caught fire from a short circuit. Within 
two hours twenty homes, the post office, 
the bank, and twelve stores were burn- 
ing so fiercely that the glow could be 
seen two hundred miles away. Through 
the work of a twenty-two-year-old tele- 
phone operator only one person was 
killed. Mrs. Samuel Turner, whose 
switchboard was in her home, called 
all the people and fire engines from as 
far away as Winchester, Va., ninety 
miles to the south. Aside from their 
lives, the burned-out people of Hynd- 
man had little left, for almcst nothing 
was saved from their stores and homes, 

While our Christmases may not have 
been as outwardly destructive, yet they 
may do far more real damage to our 
souls, since the damage is spiritual. One 
family I read about kept track cf the 
presents received like one does of elec- 
tion returns. “Uncle Joe not heard from, 
Aunt Anna coming in, Grandpa three 
presents, Grandma only two.” Each 
present was rated and’ evaluated, ex- 
claimed over, or, “Why did she get me 
that?” “I don’t think he paid a cent 
over $1.98 for that.” Christmas can ac- 
centuate selfishness and intensify ingrati- 
tude. 

We can substitute the show for the 
Saviour. If there is anything the Devil 
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wants it is always to get rid of the Sav- 
iour. We can substitute “White Christ- 
mas” for “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” a 
comic card for a Scripture scene and 
verse, Santa ‘Claus for Christ, a party 


‘for worship. Dr. Ray Goff, pastor of the 


Chicago Temple, says that last year he 
saw two twenty-year-old girls stagger 
from an office party so drunk they could 
hardly stand up. 

We can so borrow the pagan Roman 
Saturnalia, the festival of the sun ob- 
served on December 25 before Christ 
ever came, that Christmas becomes the 
worst day of the year for our souls. A 
little girl in Washington saw a picture of 
the Virgin and the baby Jesus, and asked, 
“Who is that, Mama, with the baby? Is 
it the sitter?” 

Such surface joy like surface water is 
polluted. What people gain from plung- 
ing into things and festivities without 
the Saviour has been described by Bob- 
bie Burns in “The Twa Dogs”: 

There’s sic parade, sic pomp an’ art, 
The joy can scarcely reach the heart. 
Such joy bursts bubblelike, and the heart 

is dissatisfied. 

And, e’en while fashion’s brightest arts 

decoy, 

The heart, distrusting, asks if this be joy. 
—Oliver Goldsmith, in The Deserted Village. 

Lord Byron, the brilliant poet, and 
immortal man, who knew the world’s 
joys so well, said, “There’s not a joy the 
world can give like that it takes away.” 
There can be no real satisfaction after 
pursuing painted trifles and fantastic 
toys, imaginary joys. 

The Wise Men rejoiced in the star be- 
cause they knew it would lead them to 
the Saviour. Our rejoicing can be in 
anything that will lead us to Christ, but 
not in anything that will take us away 
from Him. 
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Christmas “ Traditions” for Your Sunday School 


A number that have proved worth while in other schools 


ANY Sunday schools follow a defi- 
nite program each year at Christ- 
mas time. A number of custcms 
observed each year have become “tradi- 
tions,” and by establishing a traditional 
Christmas program much time and effort 
is saved in setting up something new 
each year. The school knows what to 
plan for; the congregation knows what 
to expect. The same general plan is to 
be followed each year, with slight varia- 
tions, so that it is possible to introduce 
something new or different. Here are 
a dozen plans which schools have used 
until they have become traditions, 
Music,— From Thanksgiving until 
Christmas only Christmas music is used 
in. each department. The Christmas 


hymns are more thoroughly learned by 
this program, and it sets a fine back- 


By ELIZABETH W. SUDLOW 


ground for the busy days and weeks be- 
tween the two holidays. 
DecoraTIONS.—To the Bible school goes 
the honcr and privilege of providing a 
large tree which stands in front of the 
pulpit in one church. The Young Peo- 
ple’s groups trim this with silver foil, 
so that the tree is a thing of beauty. The 
tree is kept in the church for three 
Sunday services. The young people 
meet, on Friday or Saturday evening, 
and work for hours hanging the silver 


strands. Much singing goes on during 
the evening. 
VESPER SERVICES. — More and more 


schools are holding a candlelight serv- 
ice on the Sunday before Christmas. 
One school has, for almost a half cen- 
tury, used the same program of Scrip- 


(Continued on page 1047) 
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Lesson for December 2] 


LESSON 12. DECEMBER 21. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





Matthew 1; printed text, verses 18-25 


EMMANUEL—GOD WITH US 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.—Matt. 1:21 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy 


Ghost. 


19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 
willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put 


her away privily. 


20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost, 

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


4 SHE Christmas season calls us back 
to take up the portion of Matthew’s 
Gospel omitted at the beginning of 

our study—the first two chapters. Ac- 

cording to our outline, these are in the 

section dealing with the Preparations o! 

the King. 

Two things are noticeable about the 
birth narrative as given by Matthew. It 
is clearly the story from Joseph's angle. 
The genealogy is that of Joseph, and it 
is Joseph who figures in the story itself 
—Joseph’s dilemma, Joseph’s commission, 
Joseph’s assumption of parental respon- 
sibility, Joseph’s dreams, Joseph's activ- 
ities, Joseph’s obedience to the com- 
mands of the angel. Over against that, 
Luke’s record is from Mary's point of 
view, and she figures largely. There it 
is the angel’s visit to Mary, Mary’s visit 
to Elisabeth, Mary’s great hymn (the 
Magnificat), Mary’s delivery cf the child, 
and finally, Mary’s royal genealogy. We 
should be so thankful that we have the 
two to supplement each other. 

Then the note of the kingship is very 
evident in Matthew’s account. Our Lord 
is “Jesus Christ, the son of David,” and 
while the genealogy does nct establish 
His right to the throne, it traces back 
through the whole royal line of Judah. 
The coming of the Wise Men from the 
East brings out the fact that Jesus was 
“born King of the Jews.” Sc His birth 
constituted a challenge to Herod, while 
the Eastern sages worshiped Him with 
kingly honors. 

Let us ask the Lord to enable us to 
approach this lesson with a true sense 
of wonder at the amazing stoop of the 
Son of God in taking upon Him our 
flesh, that He might be our Saviour- 
King. 


22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us. 


24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel 


of the Lcerd had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 


2 “ + 5 4 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 1:18.—“Mary was espoused to 
Joseph . found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.” Betrothal was just as binding 


aS marriage. Joseph did not yet know 
what is recorded for us in Luke 1: 26-38. 
In his ignorance he could not but suspect 
infidelity. 

Verse 19.—“A just man, and not will- 
ing to make her a publick example.” His 
sense of righteousness and his kindliness 
were thrown into conflict. Public ex- 
posure and death were the penalty of 
infidelity under the old law (Deut, 22: 
20, 21), but love called for clemency, and 
Joseph sought how he might shield Mary, 
despite her seeming sin, 

Verse 20.—‘“Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost.” How re- 
markable that the angel should remind 
Joseph of his royal lineage at this point! 
Here is the same revelaticn as that given 
to Mary regarding the divine nature of 
the conception (Luke 1:35). 

Verse 21—‘“Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins.” Notice that Joseph was 
commissioned to name the child, as legal 
parent. The name “Jesus” means “sal- 
vation,” and is the same as Joshua and 
Hosea. The salvation declared by the 
angel was a spiritual salvation. Nothing 
is said here about the Roman yoke. 

Verse 22.—“Now all this was done , ,. 
which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet.” As written here, this verse 
scunds like a comment added by Mat- 
thew, but the revisers read, “Now all 
this is come to pass,” making this and 
verse 22 part of the angel’s message. So 
Joseph’s faith was made to rest on the 
word of Holy Scripture. 

Verse 23.—“Behold, a virgin shall... 
bring forth a son... , God with us.” The 
prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 had doubtless 








25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her first- 
born son: and he called his name JESUS. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


the Inter- 


some more immediate reference, but in 
its full meaning it applied only to the 
miraculous birth of the Saviour. Be- 
fore the Incarnation He was “the Word 
... With God” (John 1:1), but He became 
“God with us.” 

Verse 24.—“Then Joseph . did as 
the angel of the Lord had bidden him.” 
Obedience in the face of very trying 
conditions marked Joseph's actions al 
the way through. Now love and right- 
eousness were Satisfied, and he defie 
the appearance of things. 

Verse 25.—“And [he] knew her not 

. and he called his name JESUS.’ 
Added emphasis that this was a super- 
natural] birth, of a virgin. Joseph ac- 
cepted the full responsibility of Jegal 
parenthood for the child, and revealed 
his faith in the saviourhood to which the 
child was born, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Our blessed Lord came into this world 
to save—as He Himself phrased it, “to 
seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). That mission involved 
suffering. He was “a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief” (Isa, 53:3). 
We know that the terrible climax of His 
sufferings was the cross, but it was a Via 
Dolcrosa that He trod all the way to the 
cross. 

His mission to earth involved suffering 
for others besides Himself. He must 
have others enter into His passion with 
Him, and among them He called and 
chose Joseph and Mary. We are so ac- 
customed to dwell on the joys of the 
birth of Jesus that we forget the sorrow 
of these blessed parents, which was the 
price of their privilege and joy. 

Think of Joseph, a man of noble soul 
and loving nature, discovering that his 
beloved one was “with child,” and no 
explanation given! How his heart bled! 
How he was torn between righteous in- 
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dignation and tender compassion! That 
dreadful night he tossed on his couch, 
weary with his sorrow. One moment 
he was visualizing the long-anticipated 
joy of their little home together; next 
moment he pictured himself hailing her 
before the elders, after the order of the 
ancient law, and casting the first stone 
at her. » But that repelled him. He 
could not see his Mary publicly dis- 
graced, for all the blight of his hopes 
and the dashing of life’s fairest prospects 
to dust. No, he would have her quietly 
transported to some other part of the 
country, while he—well, what would he 
do? Perhaps—who could tell?—some 
day!—but he dared not frame the hope. 
In sheer weariness of sorrow he fell 
asleep, and the angel of God met him. 

As for Mary, “blessed among 
women,” she had to bow to the suspicion, 
the scorn, the misunderstanding, the 
cruel gossip of all her townsfolk; she 
had to see the shocked displeasure of 
her kinsfolk; she had to witness the sud- 
den aging of her sorrow-stricken lover. 
For her secret was such a one that she 
could not tell. Who would believe it? 
It would only add the charge of blas- 
phemy or madness. No, only God could 
tell that secret. And Mary endured her 
grief, alone. 

Then God did tell Joseph, and the two 
shared their secret joy and their secret 
sorrow together. For others could not 
know—not yet, at any rate. And years 
later, when Jesus was grown to man- 
hood, there were still those who hurled 
the veiled reproach at Him. “We be 
not born of fornication,” sneered the 
Pharisees, with emphasis on the we 
(John 8:41). 

So it is true that whoever is called 
into the fellowship of the Son of God 
is called into the fellowship of His suf- 
fering. But that is not the end. We 
read of Him, “Who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 
12:2). And whoever will walk with Him 
in the path of His suffering will one day 
sit with Him in His throne. “If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him” 
(2 Tim, 2:12). 

Outline of the Lesson 
I 

1. The genealogy of the King 

1:1-17) 

2. The birth of the King (vs, 18-25) 
II 

1. Joseph’s dilemma (vs, 18, 19) 

2. Joseph’s reassurance (vs, 20-23) 

3. Joseph’s obedience (vs, 24, 25) 


(Matt. 


Topics for Development 

The Genealogy. Three features of the 
genealogy should be carefully noted. 
First, the women who are introduced: 
Thamar (v. 3), who played the harlct 
with her father-in-law (Gen. 38); Rachab 
(v, 5), the harlct of Jericho (Josh, 2); 
Ruth (v, 5), the Moabitess; Bathsheba 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. December 14.—Jesus Dispels Fear. 
Matthew 14 
Next Week’s Lesson 


28.—Wise Men Seek 
Matthew 2 


13. December 
Jesus 








(v. 6), with whom David committed sin 
(2 Sam, 11); and Mary (v. 16). Second, 
the omissions: between Joram and Ozias 
(Uzziah) in verse 8, Ahaziah, Joash, and 
Amaziah are omitted, and between 
Josiah and Jechonias (v. 11), Jehoiakim 
is omitted. The first omissions seem in- 
tentional, for the “fourteen generations” 
are complete without them, but the sec- 
ond seems to be the mistake of a copyist, 
as we have to count Jechonias twice in 
order to make the three fourteens (v. 
17). Third, the change of wording in 
verse 16, making clear that Jesus was 
not humanly or naturally begotten. 
“Jesus is presented as connected with a 
race which nevertheless could not pro- 
duce Him.” 

Christ’s Kingly Right. If Jesus had 
been begotten by Joseph, He could never 
be Messiah, the King of Israel. It is 
true that this is the genealogy of Joseph, 
and it goes right back to David the king. 
It is true also that the Messianic King 
was to be the son of David. However. 
this genealogy does not prove Jesus’ right 
to the title. It proves the opposite, were 
if not for the changing of the wording 
in verse 16. For notice one name in the 
genealogy, that of, Jechoniah (Coniah or 
Jehoiachin). Now turn to Jeremiah 22: 
24-30, and see in verse 30 that “no man 
of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ROM whose viewpoint is the story of 
our Lord’s birth told in (1) Matthew, 
(2) Luke? 

2. Why does the genealogy in Matthew 
differ so much from that in Luke? 

3. What women are mentioned in the 
genealogy given by Matthew? 

4. Why could Jesus not claim the 
throne of David on the basis of the gene- 
alogy in Matthew? 

5. What gave Joseph jurisdiction over 
Mary when they were not yet married? 

6. Why did the angel tell Joseph to 
give the child His name, when Joseph 
was not His father? 

7. What similarity is there in the an- 
gelic messages to Mary and to Joseph? 

8. How did the angel assure Joseph of 
the truth of his message regarding the 
miraculous nature of the birth of Jesus? 

9. What price did Mary and Joseph 
have to pay for their part in the Sav- 
iour’s birth? 

10. What three men bore our Saviour’s 
name before Him? 

(Answers on page 1046) 
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the throne of David.” This man was 
written childless, so far as the throne 
is concerned. Joseph, then, could never 
have been king, and he could not give 
Jesus the right. If Jesus is the son of 
Joseph, He cannot be king. The gene- 
alogy in Luke gives the answer, where 
Joseph, by his marriage to Mary, is 
called the son of Heli, and so on back to 
David, through Nathan, not through 
Solomon. Our Lord, then, is not succes- 
sor to Solomen and all the kings who 
came after him, but the direct heir of 
David. So far as the throne is concerned, 
the opening words of Matthew's Gospel 
are full of meaning: “The bock of the 
generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David.” It is as if there were none be- 
tween, 


Personal Applications 

If He was born a Saviour, have you 
trusted Him? If He was born a King, 
have you crowned Him? 

When justice and mercy seem to clash, 
follow mercy, and leave the justice to 
God, who knows the whole story. Al- 
ways remember that you obtained mercy, 

Royal blood should show in royal con- 
duct (v. 20). 

Ycu cannot share the renown of Christ 
unless you bear the reproach of Christ 

Whoever would know the fellowship 
of Christ must know the fellowship of 
His suffering. 

Golden Text 

Matt. 1:21.—“Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins.” Others had bcrne this name 
before Him—Joshua the soldier, Hosea 
the prophet, and Joshua the high priest: 
but none had borne it so nobly or ful- 
filled its meaning as He did. They but 
faintly imaged the salvation which the 
LORD JESUS brought and wrought. He 
only is THE SAVIOUR. 

ELMHuvRST, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED Hymns 
“Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come!” 
“Out of the Ivory Palaces” 
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 

A Prayer, Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we thank Thee for the love that moved 
Thee to give Thy beloved Son to be our 
Saviour. We praise Thee for the wonder 
of His birth, His life, His death, His 
resurrection, and all His saving power. 
Make Thy Gospel ever more powerful 
in us to free us from all sin. Forgive 
aught that has stained our lives since 
last we gathered here. Help us this 
Christmas week and always to live in 
the spirit of Him who said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Make 
us thoughtful of others and shcw us 
how to serve the need of darkened lives 
and troubled hearts. For the sick and 
afflicted we ask special mercy according 
to their special need. May Thy Kingdom 
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Lesson for December 21 


come, Lord. that the darkness of man’s 
sin be dispelled by the brizhtness of 
Christ’s return. Prepare us to meet Him 
with joy and not with shame and fear. 
Bless Thy Word to each of us now, we 
pray, in Christ’s dear name. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Joseph was sur- 
prised and pained when he learned that 
the young woman who had engaged to 
marry him was to become a mother. But 
the dream God gave Joseph explained 
that Mary was to have a Son by a mir- 
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acle God was working, and that that 
Son should be the promised Saviour. 
It was all very wonderful, but the mir- 
acle was in keeping with what God was 
doing. This was not the beginning of 
life for the Lord Jesus, but the begin- 
ning of His earthly life. It was a change 
from the life in Heaven He had always 
known with God the Father ta life cn 
earth as aman. Such a birth had to be 


“A SAVIOUR WHICH 
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different, and so the Lord Jesus was born 
of a human mother by a miracle called 
the virgin birth. 


Years ago in Ethiopia, Dr. Thomas 
Lambie, a medical missionary, wished 
to buy land for mission stations, but 


could nct because Ethiopian law allowed 
no sale of property to a foreigner. So 
Dr. Lambie, out of love for Ethiopia, 
gave up his American citizenship and 
became an Ethiopian citizen to be able 
to buy the properties needed in his work, 
Later the Italian invasion of Ethiopia 
sent Dr. Lambie back to America, but he 
left behind him about 250 Christians. 
During the war a great revival increased 
these Christians, so that by 1943 they 
numbered 15,000. That must have given 
great jcy to the man who gave up his 
American citizenship and became an 
Ethiopian to give the Gospel to that peo- 
ple. Meantime, the Congress of the 
U. S. A. had passed a speciall bill restor- 
ing to him his American citizenship. 
Our Lord renounced His heavenly 
Home to be a man among men in this 
world of sin. But after His work of 
salvation was accomplished, His ascen- 


IS CHRIST THE LORD” 
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—which reveals him 


will not fail you.” 
on Friday all was plain. 
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sion restored Him to His high place in 


Heaven again. And His coming to earth 
was that He might save us from our 
sins and fit us to share His Home in 
Heaven. Be sure your heart is open to 
Him that you may be one of those He 
is saving from their sins and fitting for 


His Heaven. 
Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 


td 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just man” (Matt. 1:19).—It is true as 
charged that “too little attention has 


been given to Joseph's part in the gos- 
pel story,” by the average person. 
“Joseph was the important person in the 
eyes of the law; for Joseph was the 
direct lineal descendant of the royal 
branch of David’s house. If Mary had 
not been mentioned in connection with 
Joseph, there would not have been a 
legal right to the throne of David. There 
were two lines that came down un- 
broken to those days—the house of Solo- 
mon and the house of Nathan. Mary 
was the representative of Nathan's fam- 
ily (her genealogy is recorded in Luke) 
as Joseph was of Solomon's. Let people 
calumniate as they might, Mary must be 
espoused to Joseph; else the Lord Jesus 
would not have a proper title to the 
throne. As it is, the wonder of divine 
wisdom shines most conspicuously, mak- 
ing Him legally the son of Joseph, really 
the son of Mary, who in the truth of His 
nature is the Son of God” (W, Kelly). 

Notice the things said of Joseph: (1) 
“a just for righteous] man”; (2) “not 
willing to make her a publick example” 
as a merciful man; 
(3) “he thought on these things”—a 
thoughtful, patient man; (4) “thou son 
of David”—a man of royal rank; (5) 
“did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 
him”—an obedient man 

Joseph becomes an example cf how to 
be just, thoughtful, patient, and how to 
wait on the Lord for Scriptural direc- 
ion before taking a step that might cause 
him shame, condemn the innocent, and 
grieve the Holy Spirit of Ged 

A preacher who found himself in a 
most pitiful perplexity consulted another 
preacher. “What would you do if you 
were in my place?” he entreated. “I 
don’t know, I am not there; and you are 
not there yet. When must you act?” 
“On Friday,” he replied. “Then.” an- 


swered the second, “you will find your 


way perfectly clear on Friday. The Lord 
And surely enough, 


“That which is conceived in her is of 


the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 1:20).—The an- 
gel of the Lord said to Joseph, “Fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife.” 
He was afraid because “she was found 
with child” betore they came together. 
According to Jewish law, betrothal was 
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valid marriage—hence the term “wife,” 
when as yet they were only espoused. 

Before the angel revealed the facts 
to Joseph, he knew that if Mary were 
not a virgin, the penalty for her condi- 
tion, according to the Mosaic Law. was 
death. What a boon it was to him to 
have the angel say, “Fear not”! 

“Conceived .. ,. of the Holy Ghost’”— 
such is the divine explanation -of the 
virgin birth of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. And that is all the ex- 
planation a devout mind requires. 

“If I believe that Christ was the son 
of Joseph, then He cannot be to me the 
Lord Christ; and though He may be the 
most wonderful teacher the world has 
ever seen, I am yet in my sins, and I 
am struggling with the burning ques- 
tion, ‘How is it possible for me, a sin- 
ner, ever to appear before an infinitely 
holy God and not be utterly consumed?’ ” 
(Dr, H. A. Kelly.) 

“He shall save his people from their 
sins” (Matt, 1:21).—He had a title far 
greater than Abraham or David, for His 
lowly name “Jesus” means “Jehovah the 
Saviour.” To save from sins He must 
needs die for our sins and rise again. 
Israel was not much interested in Him 
as a Saviour from sins: they wanted to 
be delivered from their political enemies. 
How like many today who laud Him as 
“Teacher” and “Exemplar,” but have no 
vital interest in Him as a personal Sav- 
iour from sins, 

I had a very dear friend—he is now 
with the Lord—who was not only a 
church member, but also an officer in 
the church—he taught in the Sunday 
school. Humanly speaking he was a 
paragon of virtue. The Lord to him was 
an Example to be followed. He went 
on this way for years, until he heard 
an evangelist preach on Matthew 1:21 
and learned that the Saviour’s special 
mission was to save from sins. The 
Spirit of God used the message to con- 
viet and convert him—and ever after he 
praised God for this text. 

“They shall call his name Emmanuel” 
(Matt. 1:23).—The significance of that 
name is, “God with us”! In the Lord 
Jesus Christ we have: “The mighty Gcd” 
(Isa. 9:6); “God blessed for ever” (Rom. 
9:5); “God manifest in flesh” (1 
Tim, 3:16). 

As man He passed through sinless 
trials, as weariness, hunger, thirst, and 
the like; as Emmanuel He perfectly mani- 
fested the Father. He knew men’s 
thoughts before they were expressed. He 
demonstrated His power over demons, 
disease, death, and the elements. He 
presented Himself as the Bread of Life; 
the Light of the World; the Door; the 
Resurrection and the Life; the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. He spoke of Him- 
self as “Master and Lord,” and allowed 
Thomas to address Him as “my Lord and 
my God’—without violating the First 
Commandment. 

Napoleon, speaking of Alexander, 
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Caesar, and himself, said: “We founded 
great empires. but we founded them on 
force. The principles upon which we 
founded our kingdoms were natural 
principles; but Jesus founded an empire 
which is indestructible, which is grow- 
ing day by day, which is ruled over 
by an invisible king, and which is 
founded upon love. I,” said he, “kncw 
man, and I tell you that Jesus was more 
than man.” 
Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Christmas is in the offing. 

And doubtless you are looking for- 
ward to the day with pleasure. You 
have a right tc do so, for it is a happy 
anniversary. It is not only a feast day, 
but it is a time of giving and receiving 
gifts. That is appropriate; the whole 
occasion centers around the greatest gift 
that was ever given. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begctten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” This is the gift that will cause 
the greatest rejoicing on the part of 
those who have received Him and own 
Him as Saviour, Redeemer, friend, and 
brother. 

Which brings me to the one thought 
I want you to consider just now. It is 
concerning the genuineness of the gift. 
A young fellow who was engaged to 
marry the girl cf his choice bought a 
diamond ring to place upon her finger. 
It was not a very large diamond, but 
had a wonderful sparkle, and she was 
very happy in the possession of it. But 
one day a cynical friend looked critically 
at the ring and told her that the stone 
was an imitation—not a genuine diamond. 
That made her very unhappy. Her 
father took the ring to a lapidary, who, 
after a careful examination, pronounced 
it a genuine. pure white diamond of the 
“first water.” That made the young lady 
doubly happy. It confirmed her belief 
in her lover, who wculd never offer her 
anything that was not true. 

I want you to look at your priceless 
“Christmas Gift” today in the light of 
the text: Matthew 1:18-25. There are 
four statements in this brief passage of 
eight verses which definitely present the 
Lord Jesus Christ as “a pure white gem 
of the first water.”” Modernists and other 
skeptics have denied it. but the Word of 
God is very clear on this characteristic 
of our Lord: namely, His deity. Verses 
18 and 20 state that Mary’s child who 
was named Jesus was conceived, not by 
a human father, but by the Holy Ghost. 
The Holy Ghost is a member cf the 
Trinity, equal in power and glory with 
God the Father. Verse 21 shows that 
Mary’s child was divinely named Jesus, 
“for,” said the angel of the Lord, “he 
shall save his people from their sins.” 
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Only God can save sinners. Verses 22 
and 23 show the birth of Jesus tc be the 
fulfillment of prophecy, quoting Isaiah 
7:14: “Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child. and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel 
which being interpreted is, God with us.” 

There you have the clear-cut terms 
of the Word of God stating that Jesus 
Christ, whcse birthday you celebrate 
next Thursday, is God—is very God— 
notwithstanding all the efforts of the 
translators of the much publicized new 
“Revised Standard Version” of the Bible 
to cast doubt upon His deity. (The 
R.S.V. translation of Isa. 7:14 substitutes 
“ycung woman” for the word “virgin.”) 

If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and have accepted Him as your 
Saviour, this is the most satisfying, the 
most glorious thought you can have on 
this the anniversary of His birth: that 
He is all that the Word of God, rightly 
translated and truly interpreted, claims 
Him to be—the Son of God, conceived 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for December 2] 


of the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin 
Mary; that He was crucified, dead, and 
buried; but that he rose again on the 
third day, and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty, from whence 
He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. Because of these facts He is 
God ycur Saviour, and nothing can take 
from Him one iota of His power and 
glory, neither unbelievers, nor skeptics, 
nor Modernists, nor misinterpreters, not 
even Satan himself, 

As you look over your gifts this Christ- 
mas, hold this one up to the light, for 
He will sparkle with all the healing and 
illuminating power of the genuine; hold 
Him close. and never allow anyone or 
any false philosophy, or anything else 
to rob you of this your most precious 
possession. 

Fontana Dam, N., C, 

ed 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted. and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 


Why He Was Laid in a Manger.--Thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins (Matt. 1:21, 
Golden Text). Thank God, none are too 
bad or too low-down to take Jesus Christ 
into their hearts. There was once a poor 
drunkard who wakened one morning in 
a strange kind of bed, feeling something 
near him warm and soft. Finally it 
dawned on him that he was in a stable, 
close beside a cow. He laughed grimly 
as he thought of breakfast. In his mind 
he went over thcse who might be per- 
suaded to help him with a meal. “No, 
I can’t ask any of them; they would say 
I have fallen too low.” Then he heard 
the bells ringing, and began to realize 
it was Christmas Day. “What was that 
story about the shepherds—the angels— 
and a manger?” Well, he wasn’t the first 
one who had slept in a stable. He 
thought, “Mebbe the reason He slept in 
a manger was so He could help a fellow 
like me—a fellow too low for anyone 
else to help.” There and then the poor 
outcast knelt and prayed the prayer of 
the publican, “God, be merciful to me 
a sinner.”—From the Prairie Overcomer, 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration, 


His Greatest Discovery.—Thou shalt 
call his name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins (Matt. 1:21, 
Golden Text). Someone asked Sir James 
Simpson, who was closely associated with 
the discovery of chloroform, what was 
his greatest discovery. He replied, “My 


greatest discovery is that I was a sinner 
and that Jesus is my Saviour.”—From 
the Christian Herald. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Sent by Emma 
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The Terrible Contrast.—Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ was on this wise (Matt. 
1:18). As we write [1951], the Duke of 
Edinburgh and Princess Elizabeth are 
visiting our country, just as their Ma- 
jesties, the King and Queen, came to our 
shores in 1939. However, in neither case 
have these members of the royal house- 
hold come as ordinary fclk. There have 
been special ships, special airplanes, and 
special trains. They have been given 
royal receptions, very special and very 
costly. Hotel accommodations were long 
‘efore provided. Their royalty is re- 
spected, apparent, manifest, fitting. How 
terrible is the contrast! When the King 
of kings and Lord of lords would visit 
our shores, there was “the hiding of His 
power.” Athough He was very God of 
very God, yet there was no outward in- 
signia, no glorious majesty... , He of all 
the race who might have managed the 
place o* His birth, born in a filthy Oriental 
stall—From the Prairie Overcomer. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


W'thin Calling Distance——But while 
he thought on these things, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 
a dream (Matt. 1:20). Joseph was within 
calling distance of God. A young man 
once said that it seemed that he had 
never had any particular call to help 
with missionary work or God's service. 
An old saint was standing near by, and 
asked, “Are you sure you are within 
calling distance of God?” That’s the 
trouble with many today. We’re so far 
away we can’t hear God's call. Let us 
draw nigh unto Him.—Source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


The Express Image of His Person.— 
Emmanuel ,, . God with us (Matt. 1:23), 
In the Rospigliosi Palace in Rome is 
Guido Reni’s famous fresco, “The 
Aurora,” a work unequaled in that pe- 
riod for nobility of line and poetry and 
color. It is painted on a lofty ceiling. 
As you stand on the pavement and look 
up at it, your neck stiffens, your head 
grows dizzy, and the figures become 
hazy and indistinct. And so the owner 
of the palace has placed a broad mirror 
near the floor. In it the picture is re- 
flected, and you can sit down before it 
and study the wonderful work in com- 
fort. Jesus Christ does precisely that 
for us when we try to get some notion 
of God. He is the mirror of Deity. He 
is the express image of God’s person. 
He interprets God to our dull hearts 
In Him God becomes visible and intel- 
ligible to us. We cannot by any amount of 
searching find out God. The more we try, 
the more we are bewildered. Then Jesus 
Christ appears. He is God stooping down 
to our level, and He enables our feeble 
thoughts to get some real hold eon God 
Himself.—From Frank M. Fairchild, in 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka Kans. 


Why She Was Waiting for Him.—Then 
Joseph being raised from sleep did as 
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the angel of the Lord had bidden him, 
and took unto him his wife (Matt. 1:24). 
What simple faith! Joseph did not ques- 
tion the angel’s message or doubt God’s 
purpose. Many of us need to be more 
like the little girl whom the farmer 
found lost in his meadow. The farmer 
said to her, “Do not cry; I'll take you 
home.” The little child snuggled up to 
him, and with a smile, said, “I knew 
you would; I was waiting for you.” 
“Waiting for me?” said the man. “What 
made you think I was coming?” “I was 
praying you would,” she said, “Praying? 
When I first heard you, you were saying 
ABCDEFG. What was that for?” 
She looked up again, and said,“I’m just 
a little girl. I was praying all the let- 
ters of the alphabet and letting God put 
them together the way He wanted to. 
He knows I was lost, and He knows how 
to put them together better than I do.” 
What a difference, if we would only let 
God put the letters of our lives together, 
and, like Joseph, trust Him regardless 
of man’s opinion—From the _ Bible 
Friend. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Rob- 
ertson, High Point, N. C. 


The Only Name That Mattered.—He 
called his name JESUS (Matt. 1:25). 
Mrs. Booth used to tell a beautiful story 
of a man whose saintly life left its per- 
manent and gracious impress upon her 
own. He seemed to grow in grace and 
charm and in al] nobleness with every 
day he lived. At last he could speak 
of nothing but the glories of his Sav- 
iour, and his face was radiant with awe 
and affection whenever he mentioned that 
holy name. It chanced that, as he was 
dying, a document was discovered that 
imperatively required his signature. He 
held the pen for one brief moment 
wrote, and fell back upon the pillows, 
dead. And on the paper he had written, 
not his own name, but the name that is 
above every name. Within sight of the 
things within the veil, that seemed to 
be the only name that mattered.—From 
“Mushrooms on the Moor,” by Dr. F. W. 
Boreham. Sent by J. A, Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: gold paper, the 

letters J-E-S-U-S, to trace around, 
scissors and paste, pencils and note- 
books, 

Today we are going back to the begin- 
ning of Matthew because at this time of 
year, our thoughts turn once more to 
the time of the Saviour’s birth. This 
was the greatest event of the ages. The 
Son of God condescended to come to 
earth in the likeness of men, to be born 
as a little babe into the world which 
He had Himself created. This glorious 
event has been the inspiration of much 
of our greatest art for twenty centuries. 
It has been the inspiration of thousands 
of poems and hymns, and the subject 
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has not been exhausted yet. No, nor 
ever will be. 

You have heard me say that the death 
and resurrection of Christ are the su- 
preme events of all time. They are, but 
they could not have occurred if the Son 
of God had not first become man. His 
birth, death, and resurrection are so 
tied together that each is of supreme 
significance because of its connection 
with the others. So I feel free to call 
any one of these three stupendous oc- 
currences the greatest event of the ages, 

Today our attention is drawn par- 
ticularly to the time when 

Christ “left the brightness of His home 

For sinners such as I; 

Rejected and a stranger here, 

He came, He came to die! 


“Only begotten Son of God! 
He left the courts on high 

To tread the weary paths of earth; 
He came, He came to die.” 


Read the first verse of Matthew. Here 
we find stated that Christ was the Son 
of David and also the Son of Abraham. 
This means that the Lord Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the two great lines of 
Messianic prophecy found in the Old 
Testament. To be the Son of David 
meant that He was the promised glori- 
ous King of Israel of whom it was writ- 
ten, “All kings shall fall down befcre 
him: all nations shall serve him” (Psa. 
72: 13). 

To be the Son of Abraham meant that 
He was the promised Seed of whom it 
was prophesied many times that in Him 
should all families of the earth be 
blessed. God promised this to Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and others of the same line 
of descent. Turn to Galatians 3:16 and 
see how clearly it is explained that when 
God said, “In thy seed shall all the fam- 
ilies of the earth be blessed,” He was 
referring to Christ, 

Matthew 1:2-16 gives a genealogy of 
Jesus. That means a list of the ancestors 
of His legal father, Joseph. The gene- 
alogy given here proves that Joseph was 
of David’s royal line. So that legally 
Jesus was the rightful King of Israel. 

See how clear Matthew 1:16 makes it 
that He was not the Son of Joseph. 
Joseph was just “the husband of Mary,” 
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of whom was born Jesus. Today we 
find people who say: “It does not matter 
whether we believe in the virgin birth 
of Christ or not. The main thing is to 
follow the teachings of Jesus.” This is 
false reasoning. It matters very much 
what we believe about the virgin birth 
of our Lord. Here are two reasons why 
this is so. (1) If He had had a human 
father as you and I did, He would not 
be “God . . . manifest in the flesh.” It 
is because Jesus Christ is God that His 
death was great enough to atone for us 
all, (2) Jesus claimed to be God. If 
He were not what He claimed to be, His 
teaching would be of no value. Further- 
more, an important part of His teaching 
coneerns the truth about Himself, 

Today I brought to class Weymouth’s 
translation of the New Testament be- 
cause I think verses 18 to 21 are a little 
easier to understand in that version. As 
I read Weymouth’s translation I want 
you to follow in the King James Version, 
so you will see that the account is just 
the same, only written in words more 
commonly used today in our language. 

“The circumstances of the birth of 
Jesus Christ were these. After His 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
before they were united in marriage, she 
was found to be with child through the 
Holy Spirit. But Joseph her husband, 
being a just man and unwilling publicly 
to disgrace her, had determined to re- 
lease her privately from the betrothal. 
But while he was contemplating this 
step, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to bring home 
your wife Mary, for she is with child 
through the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a Son, and you shall call Him 
JESUS, for He shall save His people 
from their sins.” 

Both versions give the meaning of the 
precious name of Jesus. What is it? 
(“He shall save His people from their 
sins.”) Yes, “Jesus” means “Saviour.” 
And notice that He saves His people 
“from their sins,” not just from the pun- 
ishment of their sins. The name of 
Jesus is most precious because it re- 
minds us of what He did for us and of 
what it cost Him to do it. 

Now read verses 22 and 23 in your own 
Bibles. Here we find another beautiful 
name of our Saviour—Emmanuel, What 
does that mean? (“God with us.”) This 
calls our attention not only to what He 
did for us, but also to the high and holy 
one He is, God with us. 

I would like to read you verses 24 
and 25 from the Weymouth translation, 
while you follow in your Bibles. “When 
Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded, and brought home 
his wife, but did not live with her as a 
husband until she had given birth to a 
son; and he called the child JESUS.” 

Turn back to the first page of your 
notebooks and write “Matthew 1.” Un- 
derneath that write, “The Genealogy of 
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of Matthew and read the story of the 
little Lord Jesus, 

It is hard to read. The first part is a 
list to show that Jesus has the right 
to be king when He comes to earth again 
because He is of King David's family. 
You will find some names of your Bible 
friends here. Watch closely to tell us 
about them when the right time ccmes. 
Who will read the first verse aloud? 
Here are more old friends. (Read v. 2. 
Joseph would be included among “his 
brethren.”) Now come people we never 
met before, but maybe we will meet 
them in Heaven, so let us begin to get 
acquainted by prenouncing their names. 
(Some good readers may be willing to 
try to pronounce phonetically. Other- 
wise the teacher may read vs. 3, 4.) Oh, 
here are friends again! (vs. 5-7.) More 
strangers to you, but they were kings 
in Jesus’ family! (vs, 8-11.) The teacher 
may intersperse the monotoncus reading 
with anecdotes of interest: Asa stopped 
his grandmother from being queen be- 
cause she worshiped an _ idol Achaz 
(Ahaz) burned his own son as an oOffer- 
ing to an idol. Ezekias (Hezekiah) was 
good: God healed his sickness and let 
him live fifteen more years. Manasses 
(Manasseh) was very bad, and was car- 
ried away prisoner, but at last he prayed 
for God’s forgiveness, and came home 
Josias (Josiah) became king at the age 
of seven or eight: when he had Gced’s 
house cleaned and fixed up, they found 
God’s Law. the lost Bible. Because so 
many were bad, God punished the peo- 
ple by letting their enemies conquer 
them and carry them far away to an- 
other country, to Babylon Strangers 
come next, most of them strangers even 
to the teacher! (vs. 12-15.) Zorobabel 
(Zerubbabel) was the leader who headed 
the first group which got back from 
Babylon, and started to build the Tem- 
ple again. Now even you are back 
among friends! (v. 16.) 

You boys and girls know that people 
are married before they have babies. 
But the little Lord Jesus was born dif- 
ferently because He was the Son of God, 
and not an ordinary human baby. Mary 
and Joseph were engaged (espoused), 
but not yet married. When Joseph found 
out that Mary was going to have a baby, 
he was very upset about it and was go- 
ing to break the engagement. But God 
sent an angel in a dream to tell Joseph 
the secret about that wonderful baby, 
a holy baby, not an ordinary one. And 
do you know, it was just what their 
Bible said would happen! That an un- 
married woman (a virgin) would have 
a baby whose name meant “God with 
us.” Would you like tc find the verse? 
(Isa. 7:14.) Now shall we read Matthew, 
verses 18 to 25, together, or do you want 
to keep this part to read during the 
week? 

“Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1:21, Memery Verse). Dear little 











Lesson for December 21 


baby lying in the manger, God come to 
live with us, must You die on the cross 
to save us from sin? Thank You, Lord 
Jesus. But now we sing You a birth- 
day song (“Silent Night” or “Away in 
a Manger”). 

Orono, MAINE, 


we 


For Primary Teachers 

By Helen E. Odenwelder 

OR years and years and years, for 

hundreds of years, people had been 

waiting for God’s Son to be born. God had 

promised that He would send His Son, 

and of course everyone knows that God 

always keeps His promises. Finally, one 

day, a long, long time ago, a very won- 
derful thing happened. 

Mary was in her house alone, when all 
of a sudden an angel—a really, true angel 
straight from God—came right into the 
room where Mary was. She was fright- 
ened, just as you would be if an angel 
were to come in here this minute. But 
the angel said, “Fear nct, Mary: for thou 
hast found favour with God.” Then the 
angel explained that God was going to 
send His Son soon, and that Mary would 
be His mother His name, the angel 
said, would be Jesus. 

Oh, how excited Mary was! At first 
she could nct believe that such a thing 
could ever happen, but the angel assured 
her, “With God nothing shall be impos- 
sible.” An angel of the Lord went to 
Joseph, too, and told him that Mary, 
whom Joseph was soon to marry, was 
going to have a Son. And that Son, the 
angel explained to him, would be God’s 
own Son and His name would be Jesus, 
for He would save His people from 
their sins, 

And surely enough, just as the mes- 
senger ange! of the Lord had said, God’s 
Son was born 

You know that when babies are born, 
mothers and daddies usually write to 
their friends announcing that a baby has 
been bern in their family. When God’s 
Son was born, He wanted folks to know. 
He could have sent word to everyone 
at once, if He had chosen to do so. But 
that was nct His way. He announced it 
in a most unusual manner to some very 
poor shepherds. 

Shepherds, in the country where Jesus 
was born, have to stay outside all night 
long. They cannot come home from 
work at night as your daddy does. The 
shepherds must stay on the hillside with 
their sheep. 

Because there was no light of any kind 
on their hills, it was very, very dark. 
And then, all of a sudden, there was a 
great, bright light in the skies. The 
shepherds had seen bears and wolves, 
and those things they were used to. 
But the bright, heavenly light fright- 
ened them—as big and as strong as they 
were! Then all at once they heard a 
beautiful voice. ‘Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
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which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David T ) \ if WW 1 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. HE Wi BIBLE 
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clothes, lying in a manger. And sud- 
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brie! . Me new version of the Bible published by 

and saying, Glory to God in the highest, the National Council of Churches. 


and on earth peace, good will toward Pamphlet in great demand. By the Rev. 
men” (Luke 2: 10-14) Carl McIntire, D.D., president, Inter- 
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10 cents a copy; 12 for $1; 25 for $2; 100 
for $7.50. Order from 
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peared, they disappeared and went back 
into Heaven. Finally, when the shep- 
herds had got over their great surprise 
they said to each other, “Let us now 
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lying in a manger. So the shepherds 
knew that the Son of God would be in 


Through the streets of the city they 


With Christ Along wandered until they came to one place 


the Old Back Road 


i “G° out into the highways and hedges, and compel 

them to come in!’’ During 1951, 165 full- 
time missionaries of The American Sunday School 
Union obeyed, and reaped a harvest of 8,854 souls, 
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Schools; 7,454 in 99 Youth Bible 
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where there was a light inside. They 
tiptoed closer and finally they came in- 
side, dh, so quietly, that they could 
scarcely be heard. They were seeing— 
with their very own eyes—God’s dear 
Son. I’m sure there must have been a 
shepherd boy just about the size of you 
boys who knelt ever so silently beside 
the manger where the dear baby Jesus 
lay. Imagine! These pcor, poor men 
were the very first ones to see the most 
Pioneer S.$. Organization fj wonderful baby that has ever been born 
—the very Son, the only Son of God! 
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Then, as they turned to leave, perhaps 
they heard the mother singing: 

Sleep, my little Jesus, on Thy bed of hay, 

While the shepherds homeward journey 
on their way. 

Mother is Thy shepherd and will her vigil 

keep, 
Did the noises wake Thee? Oh, sleep, 
my Jesus, sleep. 

Teacher’s Note: A simple lullaby, sung 
quietly and very reverently, is a beau- 
tiful way to clese this precious Christ- 
mas lesson, 

LANCASTER, PA, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1038) 
1. (1) Joseph, (2) Mary. 


2. In Matthew we have the genealogy 
of Joseph, in Luke that of Mary. 


3. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and 
Mary. a 

4. Because it comes through Jechoniah 
(Coniah, Jehoiachin), who was cursed 
with a divine decree of childlessness so 
far as the throne is concerned (Jer. 22: 
24-30). 

5. Betrothal was considered as binding 
as marriage. 

6. This was the right and duty of the 
legal parent, which office Joseph was 
commanded to assume. 


7. Both indicated the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in the birth of the child 
Jesus (Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:35). 


8. By referring him to the prophetic 
Scriptures (Isa. 7:14). 


9. They had to endure suspicion, re- 
proach, and misunderstanding. 


10. Joshua the soldier, Hosea the 
prophet, and Joshua (Jeshua) the high 
priest. There were others, but these are 
the chief. 


ELMuurst, ILL, 
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Bethlehem Contrasts 
(Continued from page 1032) 


recognize and receive Christ as the 
Heaven-sent Messiah, as they will, then 
He will become their Glory. In reality 
He has been their Glory through the 
ages. 

The “first shall be last; and the last 
shall be first.” Against the Jews, who 
were first in privilege but last in bless- 
ing, Christ uttered many withering woes, 
and told them that publicans and sin- 
ners would precede them into the King- 
dom of God. Those who were treated 
as Gentile dogs had to be content to pick 
up the crumbs (Matt. 15:28). Yet Christ 
highly commended the Roman centurion, 
a Gentile, and the record of his faith, 
not matched in Israel, was handed down 
for posterity to emulate. Today more 
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Gentiles rejoice in Christ's salvation than 
Jews 
CONTRAST OF RESPONSE 


It is most profitable to study the birth- 
narratives of Matthew and Luke, and 
note how different personalities re- 
sponded to the coming of the Saviour, 
Christ the Lord. There were inquirers 
who, like Herod, had ulterior motives in 
finding Christ. The Magi sought Christ 
to worship Him. Herod, however, did 
not have a worshipful quest. Although 
he “enquired of them diligently,” he held 
murder in his heart; 

Another contrast of response is seen 
in the angels’ rejoicing over Christ’s 
birth (Luke 2:10), yet those of His own 
nation were to reject Him. To the lat- 
ter, He was a sign to be spoken against. 
Such a contrast remains. Some rejoice, 
others reject. The Gospel is either the 
savor of life unto ‘life, or death unto 
death. At the cross one thief received 
Christ, the other rejected Him. Both 
thieves were equaljin need, knowledge, 
and opportunity, but what different eter- 
nities they entered because of their re- 
action to Christ. 

The aged, like Simeon, can die in 
peace if their eyes have seen God’s sal- 
vation. 

Godly widows, like Anna, can face 
the future with grateful hearts, if they 
are looking for the final] consummation 
of their redemption. 

Young mothers like Mary are thrice 
blessed if they have learned how to pon- 
der the sayings of Jesus in their hearts. 

Young husbands like Joseph are among 
the aristocracy of Heaven if they are 
ready to go anywhere with Jesus. 

Pastors like the !shepherds of Judaea 
honor God when, hearing of Jesus, they 
rest not until others share in their 
knowledge of His grace. 

The wise, like the Magi from the East, 
reveal their wisdom when they worship 
the Lord and give of their best to Him 
—the best of their time, talents, and 
treasures. 

With the approach of another Christ- 
mas around the earth, all classes and 
conditions of people will be gathering 
around the Babe of Bethlehem. It is 
to be hoped that multitudes will come 
to experience the saving mercy of Him 
who made Christmas possible. May they 
look beyond the customs, festivities, and 
good will of the season to the spiritual 
realities of Christ’s advent! 


4 


Christmas “Traditions” for Your 


Sunday School 
(Continued from page 1036) 


ture and song. This is a true tradition, 
and people come from long distances to 
attend. Men and women who have left 
the community try to get back for the 
candlelight service, 


CaROLING.—Have ' the young people, 
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Korean Christians Are Starving 


THE ORIENTAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


(Founded in 1901 by Rev. Charles E. Cowman) 
has missionaries and Korean pastors in Southern 
Korea actively engaged in relieving distress. 
these facts from recent letters: 
e Church attendance has dropped nearly 50% 


because Christians have not 
strength to attend. 


e Life is being sustained in some villages by the 
sole diet of tree bark boiled into a pulp. 
WHY NOT MAKE A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO 
SUFFERING KOREAN CHRISTIANS? 


Consider 


the physical 


SEND ALL GIFTS TO: 
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Character building is stressed, and 
the great truths of the Bible are revealed in story and 
illustrated form by the author who is world famous for 
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F R - & copy of this timely card and 


folder illustrating scores of other absentee 
cards. Also complete instructions for reg- 
ular absentee follow up system in YOUR 
S. S. and church. Write today. No obli- 
gation. Used in hundreds of churches. 


Christian Cards, Winona Lake, Ind. 


Shelton (ollege 


Formerly The Notional Bible Institute 


offers a liberal arts education free from 
denominational bias and all entangling 
allionces with modernism. 

More and more churches and mission 
boards are demanding college trained 
candidates. Shelton provides high 
college standards on a sound Bible 
believing basis with strong theolosical 
and pre-theological departments. Write 
for catalog. 


Shelton (ollege 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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from Junior age on up, go caroling the 
Sunday before Christmas. Perhaps it 
may be well to separate the older and 
younger groups. Have a list prepared 
of places where a stop will be welcomed, 
such as to invalids, old people, shut-ins, 
or the church officers. 

OTHER Customs.—A number of schools 
have a traditional custom of collecting 
jars of jelly and jams for scme institu- 
tion. It may be an orphanage or an old 
folks’ home sponsored by their denomi- 
nation, a children’s home, or scme other 
worthy spot. Housewives put up an ex- 
tra jar or two when they are canning 
their own winter supply, knowing that 
the call will come at Christmas for this 
contribution. 

A Money Tree.—One school has for 
years trimmed a tree in money. which 
is sent away to some worthy cause. A 
small table tree is set up and attend- 
ants are supplied with Scotch tape so 
that they may attach coins and bills to 
its branches. 

A TREE FOR THE Birps.—This is a custom 
that is spreading across the country, In 
some instances a special tree has been 
planted near the church, usually where 
it can be seen from the windows of the 
rooms occupied by the smaller children, 
and this is trimmed with bits of suet, 
bread, and other dainties which birds 
like. After Christmas something is hung 
on the tree each Sunday during the win- 
ter, so that there may be provision made 
for feeding the little feathered friends. 

APPLE-ORANGE.—Every year for almost 
a quarter cf a century the children of 
the Beginners and Primary departments 
in one school carry home, two Sundays 
before Christmas, a little card which asks 
the parents to provide the child with an 
apple or an orange on the following 
Sunday. This fruit is placed in gaily 
decorated baskets and taken to a chil- 
dren’s hcme. This plan has been fol- 
lowed for so long a time that today there 
are children of some of those who were 
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among the first to participate in the 
service bringing their apples and 
oranges to help fill the basket. 

Foop.—Gifts of focd brought for needy 
families is traditional with:many schools. 
For years the custom has been followed, 
until now it is a recognized part of the 
holiday service, 

SERVICE.—In one school for many years 
it has been customary to provide gifts 
for all the children in a mission school. 
Names and ages of the children are dis- 
tributed several weeks before Christm-s, 
and the children of the home schcol pre- 
pare a gift for their “buddy.” These 
gifts must be within a certain price 
range, and each is carefully wrapped 
and taggec. Packing the box is the work 
of the young people, and the evening 
so spent has become a tradition. Re- 
freshments are served, and it is a jolly 
social time. 

NEw EQUIPMENT.—One school has for 
many years followed a plan of making a 
Christmas gift to the school. A piece 
of needed equipment is decided upon, 
then each member is expected to bring 
a gift to help purchase that item. In 
another school, the idea of giving a gift 
to the church, as the parent organiza- 
tion, is followed. 

FLowers.-—-Each class or department in 
one school provides a potted plant which 
is sent to a shut-in of the church or 
community. This is the Christmas cheer 
which comes from the entire school, and 
is spread over a large area, 

If you have not established a Christ- 
mas custom which will, in time, become 
a tradition in your school, why not do 
so now? 

MIAMI, FLA, 
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The New President 
of Dallas Seminary 


HE Rev. John F. Walvoord, A.M.. 

Th.D., was elected president and pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theolegy of the 
Dallas (Texas) Theological Seminary 
by the Seminary Boards at their annual 
meeting October 10. 

Dr. Walvoord succeeds Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, who founded Dallas Sem- 
inary in 1924 and served as its president 
until his death August 22 in Seattle. 

The Seminary had a record enroll- 
ment this fall of 284 men, drawn from 
more than three fourths of the states 
in the Union, several provinces of Can- 
ada, China, and New Zealand. 

Until Dr. Chafer’s death Dr. Walvoord 
had served as assistant to the president 
since 1945. He also was associate pro- 
fesscr of Systematic Theology and chair- 
man of the faculty until his election tu 
the presidency and the professorship. 

Dr. Walvoord is a graduate of Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, IIl., in 1931, and Dallas 
Seminary in 1934. He received the Th.D. 
degree from Dalias Seminary in 1936 and 
the A.M. degree from Texas Christian 
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University in 1945. In the fall of 1936 
he jcined the Dallas Seminary faculty 
as associate professor of Systematic The- 
ology and registrar. He served as regis- 
trar until 1945. 

Dr. Walvoord was pastor of the Rosen 
Heights Presbyterian Church in Fort 
Worth, Texas, from 1934 to 1950, and 
served two terms as Moderator of the Fort 
Worth Presbytery during this period, He 
is in demand throughout North Amer- 
ica for his Bible teaching ministry in 
churches and in summer Bible confer- 
ences. 

Dr. Walvocrd is the author of one book, 
“The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit,” and 
a regular contributor to Bibliotheca 
Sacra, the theological quarterly pub- 
lished by Dallas Seminary. 


We 
Children at Home 
Kokab—A Star 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


OKAB, a little Egyptian girl, walked 

slowly down the narrow, sunny 
street kicking the dust with her bare 
feet. She felt very angry because she 
had been told not to come again to the 
Christian girls’ club. 

Kokab lived in one tiny room in a 
Cairo slum in dark and miserable sur- 
roundings. Her parents were Moslems 
and her mother had recently been left 
a widow. She did not want Kokab to 
join the club because it belonged to 
the “Jesus Church,” but the little girl 
had insisted upon doing so. She was a 
difficult, disobedient child, and if any of 
the other children annoyed her she 
fought furiously and used very bad lan- 
guage. Again and again the mission- 
ary had done her best to help Kokab 
to control her temper, but all in vain. 

“I am very, very sorry, little sister, 
but I must consider the others, and you 
are making our club quite an unhappy 
place, so you must not come again.” 

When Kokab got home her mother 
greeted her with considerable surprise: 
“Why are you back so soon, daughter? 
You never get home at this hour?” 

“I'm not going back to that stupid 
cld club any more. The teacher was 
horrid to me.” 

“Oh, well, I suspect you were naughty 
again,” said her mother. “Anyway, you 
are big enough to help me now to sort 
over the garbage tins, so I am glad.” 

Kokab pouted, and felt like rebelling, 
but she knew she would have to go with 
her mother to the rich houses collecting 
anything thrown away which they could 
use. The poorest people in Cairo did 
this to make their scanty living. 

More and more Kokab missed all the 
fun, ecmpanionship, and interest of the 
club, where she had been learning to 
read and do embroidery work and other 
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interesting things. She had excelled at 
the drill and games on the flat roof, for 
Kokab was a bright and rather clever 
girl if she chose to do her best at any- 
thing. 

One day she met a neighbor’s daugh- 
ter whom she knew at the club. Labeeba 
was looking very happy, and, opening 
her hand, she showed Kokab some coins. 

“The missionary has sold some of my 
needlework. See! Part of the money is 
put away for me in the savings bank, 
but this I can spend as I like. Next week 
we all go for an outing to the big garden- 
park by bus. Oh, I do love the games 
and all the lovely sweet cakes and 
drinks we shall have together under the 
trees!” Labeeba danced away in great 
delight, leaving Kokab feeling very lone- 
some. How much she had enjoyed the 
games and races last year, winning sev- 
eral little prizes and the praise which 
was the joy of her life! 

Suddenly the little girl made up her 
mind to try to get back to the club. She 
washed her face and hands and bor- 
rowed a broken comb to tidy her hair. 
Then off she went to the club. To her 
joy she saw the missionary coming along 
the street. Kokab rushed forward to 
greet her in true Egyptian fashion, kiss- 
ing her hand and pressing it to her fore- 
head. 

“Oh, Teacher,” she gasped out, “do 
please, please let me come back to the 
club! I will be different this time.” 

The missionary was silent for a mo- 
ment, and then said sadly: “But I’ve 
given you many chances, Kokab. The 
club is for all, and I must think of the 
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by 
Erling C. Olsen 

NH own through the ages, the 
Psalms have been the 

voice of the human heart. Their 
poetry has put into words the sin- 
cerest worship, the deepest longing, 
the greatest joy the soul can know. 


pe own heart will re- 
spond with a new joy to 
the beauty and inspiration of the 
Psalms as you read Mr.- Olsen's 
“Meditations.” He has proved beyond 


b all doubt that the Psalms are for our 
times as well as for the ages past. 

f) arge money-saving edi- 

tion! Formerly in two vol- 


umes — now one handy volume of 
over 1,000 pages for just $6.50!'Beau- 
tiful cloth binding. 

ORDER TODAY from your bookstore, or Dept. S 


Loizeaux Brothers, Inc. 





19 WEST 21st STREET, NEW YORK 10, N.Y 








*..- @ wise masterbuilder 
laid the foundation... 


GOD used Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer to establish Dallas Sem- 
inary in 1924, when no independ- 
ent, theologically conservative 
seminaries existed, to train young 
men to ‘‘Preach the Word.”’ 


GOD granted him 28 years as 
president to guide Dallas Semin- 
ary into the achievement of his 
objectives and a public approval 
and a growth beyond his dreams. 


DALLAS Seminary praises God 
for its human founder now “with 
Christ” and faithfully continues 
the ministry he began. 

For a free folder on the life and 
ministry of Dr. Chafer and other 


literature concerning Dallas Semin- 
ary write to: 


3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas, Texas 


DALLAS 





THEOLOGICAL 





Dr. Lewis Sperry CHAFER, FOUNDER 


SEMINARY 
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hances are you don’t speak Russian 
— or Polish, Puerto-Rican, Italian, 
Chinese, German, Norwegian, Swedish 
or Lithuanian. 
But you can help fo tell the Christmas 
story in all 9 languages to people who 
live in New York City and who don't 
speak English. 
Our workers are busy in every section 
of metropolitan New York at this season, 
and all year long, telling the story of 
@ Saviour who was born, who died and 
rose again. They distribute Bibles in 
many foreign languages fo homes, 
hospitals, hotels, on boats and to im- 
migronts and seamen as they enter the 
great New York harbor. 
You become a port of this great pro- 
gram when you purchase a New York 
Bible Society ANNUITY AGREEMENT. 
You also help to make your own future 
\ more secure, for this annuity plan 
assures’ you of q dependable, yearly 
income for the rest of your life. 
For full information write to: 
REV. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY _ 
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other girls as well as you. By your 
unkindness, violent temper, and bad 
ways you were spoiling everything. It 
has been much pleasanter since you left.” 

“Oh, Teacher, please forgive me! I 
can’t bear it at home, without the club, 
and I am miserable.” 

The missionary sent up a swift little 
prayer to God for guidance, fcr she knew 
Kokab was a girl who could make a 
good leader and become a real help to 
others. 

“Well, I will let you have one last 
chance, and you know I mean what I 
say.” 

Kokab was overjoyed, and rushed into 
the club before the missionary could 
change her mind, 

Some weeks later the girls were di- 
vided into groups, each with a leader 
chosen to help them excel in obedience, 
unselfishness, and good conduct. To 
the missionary’s surprise Kokab was 
chosen by the girls of her group. 
She did not find it easy, as the little 
ones were sometimes. very provoking 
and naughty, but she did try hard to 
curb her temper, and the missionary was 
encouraged. 

Although Kckab’s group of girls did 
not do very well for a long time, they 
did improve, and one happy day they 
carried off a prize. 

One morning Kokab appeared, carry- 
ing a sickly little baby. 

“It belongs to a neighbor,” she said. 
“She refused to take it to a,Christian 
hospital, so after a time I coaxed her to 
let me do so. I am afraid it may die 
unless the doctor can see it.” 

“That is good of you, Kokab,” said the 
missionary. “The baby certainly looks 
very bad, and you may have to bring 
it to the clinic for a long time. Unless 
you do so, it may die.” 

Kokab was used to save the babys 
life. She had, by this time, given her 
heart to her Saviour and asked to be 
taught for baptism. But, alas, her 
mother refused permission, and tried to 
poison her daughter when Kokab per- 
sisted in her resolve to confess her Lord 
and Master. One day she had to flee 
to the mission to be protected, and then 
it was that she was accepted for training 
as a nurse. 

Kokab means “a star” in Arabic, and 
she asked to be given the name of “God's 
Star,” for, she said, “I do so want to 
guide others to find my Saviour, too.” 


WoRTHING, Sussex, ENG, 
pe 


Bible Trees Grow at Boca Raton, 


Florida 


HE Biblical Gardens, prized posses- 
sion of the Riviera Landscaping Com- 
pany, have now been transplanted on 
the Bible conference grounds at Boca 
Raton. 
Among these Palestinian plantings are 
such trees and plants as the gourd, box- 
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wood, grove, grape, rose of Sharon, olive, 
date palm, mulberry, pistachio nut, lily 
of the field, cedars cf Lebanon, pome- 
granate, mahogany, citron, fig, almond, 
green bay, camphire of Solomon, oil, 
myrtle, and others. 

This unusual cift was made because of 
blessing received by its owners from a 
radio program known as “The Radio 
Bible Commentator,” directed by Ira Lee 
Eshleman, president of the Boca Raton 
Conference, 

we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 





ordered ‘hrough the Times Book 
Service. |8th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 


than $3. nlease include 10 cents addi- 

tional; and with each order of $3 or 

over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs, 





A Picture-History of the Bible and 
Christianity in 1000 Pictures, With the 
Inspiring Stories of All the World's 
Great Religions. By the Editors of 
“YEAR,” the Annual Picture-History. 
(“YEAR,” 11833 Wilshire Blvd., Los An- 
geles 25, Calif.; standard edition, $7.95; 
deluxe, $10; soft-cover, $5.95: collectcr’s, 
$18.50.) Plockherst’s “Christ Knocking at 
the Door” is the frontispiece and the first 
of the 1,000 pictures contained in this sin- 
gle-subject book published by the edi- 
tors of YEAR, the first of a series to 
be put out in coming years. Much re- 
search and study have gone into the 
composition of this work. It is a large 
book, the pages being 14 inches deep 
and ten and a quarter inches wide. 

Section One, which comprises 154 of 
the book’s 192 pages, is taken up with 
the main subject, “The Bible and Chris- 
tianity.” This embraces the period from 
the placing of Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden to the meeting spon- 
sored by the World Council of Churches 
in Lund, Sweden, August, 1952. 

Biblical events are given in 56 pages 
of pictures and explanatory captions. 
Then follows a concise history of the 
spread cf Christianity, the rise of the 
papacy, Judaism in the Middle Ages, the 
Reformation within and without the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, the missionary 
era, and finally, movements and cults 
that bear the name “Christian” in our 
modern day. Several pages are devoted 
to “Modern Missionaries,” and included 
here are such names as Sir Wilfred 
Grenfell, Father Bernard Hubbard, Dr 
Ida S. Scudder, Dr. E, Stanley Jones, 
Dr. Sam Higginbottom, Dr. Gordon S 
Seagrave, Dr. Frank C, Laubach, and 
Toyohiko Kagawa. “Charitable Organ- 
izations” are described on three pages 
Among these are the International Red 
Cross, Y. M. and Y. W. C. A., Salvation 
Army, and the Quakers. 

Under the caption “Religion Today,” 
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present-day denominations are described 
and their outstanding buildings and 
leaders pictured. Among the very few 
Fundamentalists or evangelicals men- 
tioned are Dwight L. Moody, Billy Sun- 
day, Gypsy Smith, and Billy Graham. 

The Fundamentalist-Modernist con- 
troversy is ignored but for a four-line 
paragraph at the end of the short secticn 
about Moody, and two other items of 
similar length in the section “Challenge 
of Modern Thought”—in connection with 
Harry Emerscn Fosdick and with the 
1925 “Monkey Trial,” where Clarence 
Darrow and William Jennings Bryan 
figured so largely. 

In one of three instances where Moody 
Bible Institute is named it is said, “No 
less energetic is the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, which trains Christian workers to 
carry the Word in ‘the book nobody 
knows’ to the far places.” 

The final page in Section One is de- 
voted to “Ecumenical Movement.” Here 
are pictured events connected with the 
World Council of Churches, the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A. the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews (which organiza- 
tion stresses the universal Fatherhood 
of God and brotherhood of man), and 
the Moral Rearmament movement. 

The last thirty-two pages of the vol- 
ume, Section Two, contain pictured in- 
formaticn on “Other Religions of the 
World”’—ancient, medieval, and modern 
religions. The preface is written by 
Albert Schweitzer, and_ introductory 
notes by “leaders of major faiths” pre- 
cede the main body. In these notes 
Protestantism is represented by the Rt 
Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, president of 
the Naticnal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U. S. A., and Dr. Luther 
Allan Wiegle, dean emeritus of Yale 
Divinity School and a former president 
of the Federal Council of Churches 

While much valuable information may 
be gained in this volume, it cannot be 
recommended because of its bias in the 
field of present-day Christianity. Its 
editors are quite evidently influenced by 
the fanfare of the National and World 
Councils of Churches, and their view 
of Christianity appears to be altogether 
that limited, erroneous, and confused 
view held by the liberal theolegians who 
occupy the places of leadership in the 
major denominations of our land today. 


Treasures of the Snow. By Patricia M. 
St. John. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.50.) Although only seven years old, 
Annette Burnier was presented with a 
gift—her three-hour-old baby brother, 
Dani—as her mcther went to spend 
“Christmas with the angels.” Her mother 
had said: “He is yours, Annette, Bring 
him up and love him and look after him 
for me.” And so Dani was dearly loved 
and cherished by his sister; cared for 
by his grandmother, who, although crip- 
pled with rheumatism, came to stay with 
the motherless children; provided for 
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by a devoted father—and a little spoiled 
by them all. When Lucien, a neighbor 
boy, in a spirit of revenge against An- 
nette, tantalized little Dani by endanger- 
ing the life of Dani’s pet kitten, the 
episode resulted in a complex chain of 
circumstances that make up a very thrill- 
ing story. Dani, as a result, was crip- 
pled, but even worse than that, Annette 
was possessed with an intense hatred 
for the boy who was the cause of her 
little brother’s misfortune. The’ events 
that brought about a change of heart in 
Lucien, and Annette’s salvation and for- 
giveness were used in the ultimate sal- 
vation of Lucien and the complete res- 
toration of Little Dani. The story is 
exceptionally well written, and is cap- 
tivating in its pathos, courage, and 
Christian teaching. The author, in her 
childhood, lived in Switzerland, and 
therefore has been able to give a true 
and graphic picture of life in the little 
chalets in the foothills of the Alps. The 
story was written for children seven to 
twelve years of age, but it is one that 
all ages will enjoy. There are 250 pages 
and the book measures 5 by 7 inches. 


God Planned It That Way. By Carolyn 
Edna Muller. (Abingdon - Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.) The rain 
was falling out of the sky. It looked 
like needles and tickled Bobby’s fingers. 
“Why do we have rain?” Bobby wanted 
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Woman Physician 


Sound in Faith 
Consecrated 
Missionary-Minded 


WANTED FOR A HARD FIELD 
THE TRUCIAL COAST, ARABIA 


The Independent Board 
for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
151 Maplewood Ave. Philadelphia 44, Pa 
II Chron. 16:9; ] 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 


inspirational reading await you 


40 cents, postage paid. 
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ar ry of Hebrew Christians in E d| 
Hear the Cry of Hebrew Christians in Europe and Israel 

During the Christmas season we make a special effort to 
bring a little joy into the lives of the forlorn, undernourished, 
poverty-stricken Hebrew 
After receiving one of our big food cartons last year, a Hebrew 
Christian mother wrote: 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


“Just one day before Christmas a miracle came to pass when 
we received your glorious Christmas gift. We fell upon our 
knees and wept for joy as we thanked God 
we embraced its contents of food. 
with next to nothing to eat, when your package came. Eter- 
nally thankful, we want to express our deep gratitude to you 
and those who make it possible to help us in our desperate need.” 

From the Holy Land, where economic distress is so great 
a worried Hebrew Christian writes: 
we have received your 
hunger were so great that everything was eaten up in a short time. 
undernourishment I have lost 30 pounds, and a shadow has appeared on my lung 
We try not to despair, but trust our dear Lord and believe.” 


We implore Christians to remember 


stricken Hebrew Christians in Europe and in the Holy Land. 
plead for help on behalf of the orphan children and the aged during the Christmas 
season. Remember the words of our Lord: 
$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family in 
Europe or in Israel. 
$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
Address communications to: 


upon request, 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz. Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Mlinois 
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Christians in Europe and Palestine. 


In our feverish joy’ 
We faced a sad Christmas 


“With joy and gratitude 
CARE food package. Our joy and 
Because of 


these undernourished and poverty- 
Especially do we 


my brethren.” 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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YOUR CHRISTMAS 
GIFT PROBLEM SOLVED! 


Give subscriptions to PROPHETIC WORD. 
Filled “with a real message for these days’ on 
poopnoas, Reares, world events, and victorious 

iving, PROPHETIC WORD is a lasting, profit- 
able gift. A full year’s subscription costs only 
$1. Simply mail your list of friends today. No 
shopping, no wrapping. Your friends will 
receive a beautiful Christmas gift card bear- 
ing your name. 


PROPHETIC woRD 
Editor-in-Chief—G. P. Raud, President 
American Seminary of the Bible 


1101 E. 35th St., Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
704 Main St. E., Hamilton, Ontario 
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to know. So his mother told him God 
planned it and why. She told him also 
why God planned the wind singing in 
the trees, the bright sunshine and the 
sleepy dark, the lakes and rivers that 
carry boats along. Best of all, she ex- 
plained that God planned the people— 


daddies and mothers, farmers, doctors, 
and policemen. “He wants them all to 
become His helpers,” she said. . Then 


Bobby .wanted to know if God had plan- 
ned him and wanted him for a helper. 
And Mother assured him that He had, 
that he was needed to help at home, at 
kindergarten, and with his playmates. 
Miss Muller’s character builder for 
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the littlest ones is exquisite in both word 
and picture and in the reverent spirit 


of its writing. It is a volume that might 
well become the starter of any child’s 
library. 


Ideas and Programs for Christian 
Youth Leaders. By Robert R. Murfin. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) This 


masterly work is exactly what its title 
suggests. Written by one who has had 
experience as youth pastor in a large 
church, it combines to an unusual degree 
a thorough study of methods with a 
deep spirituality. The opening diagram 
visualizes the whole scope of the youth 
program, then follow detailed plans for 
each age and activity. Of first impor- 
tance is the evangelistic meeting. The 
need for winning the child to Christ and 
the church is earnestly pointed out, and 
how to plan and successfully conduct 
such a campaign is inspiringly outlined. 
These are not dry methods, but are 
warm, winsome, and logical in treatment. 
That chapter alone may be worth the 
price of the book. 

There is a complete outline of the 
work of “off-the-streets” clubs. These 
have been found successful in populous 
city areas. There are programs and 
material for the different age groups of 
both boys and girls. A reading of this 
section should stir even the most indif- 
ferent to desire to have a part in such 
an appealing and fruitful ministry of 
reaching children and young people for 
the Lord. There are keen and practical 
suggestions that would help workers 
with children in other fields of activity. 

Then follows a detailed program for 
Christian camps for Junior, Senior, and 
college age. This includes suitable Bible 
Studies also, and seems to cover every 
possible contingency. The usual young 
people’s meeting of the church is given 
a chapter, with duties of officers and 
leaders in a Christ-centered program. A 
careful study is made of the rich pos- 
sibilities of winning college youth whole- 
heartedly to Christ and the church. An- 
other deals with youth and missions. 
The true purpose of it all is never lost 
sight of—to win children and young 
people to Christ and to build them up 
in the Lord. 


Sermons and Outlines for Special Oc- 
casions. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) This third volume 
in the Minister’s Handbook Series pub- 
lished by the Baker Book House con- 
tains condensed sermons, outlines, se- 
lected texts, topics, and quotable poetry, 
to be used on special days throughout 


the calendar year. There is material 
for New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Easter, Mother’s Day, Thanksgiving, 


Christmas, and the like; fourteen days in 
all. Among the preachers represented 
by this excellent compilation there are 
Talmage, Burreil, Stalker, Liddon, Mac- 
laren, and Spurgeon. The message by 
Henry P. Liddon, “Has Christ Risen?” 
is especially worthy of note for its 
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strong, logical defense of the Resurrec- 
tion miracle. “We Three Kings of the 
Orient Are,” by David James Burrell, 
is a little out of the ordinary, and, along 
with the rest of the ccntents of the book, 
serves to remind the reader that God 
uses a great variety of minds in reach- 
ing all kinds of people with the Gos- 
pel of Christ. 


God’s Eternal Purpose. By D. A. S. 
Candy. (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., 
London, E. C. 4; may be had from Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $1.50.) 
Using the synthetic method of Bible 
study, rather than the analytical, the 
author shows the scope of the Scrip- 
tures in series of studies presenting 
God’s purpose in the creation of human 
beings, His plan for their re-creation, 
the working out of that plan as seen in 
Bible history and prophecy, and the rev- 


elation of His eternal purpose in the 
doctrines of the Bible. This is a small 
handbook designed to be used in the 


teaching of young people’s Bible classes, 
The point of view is commendably dis- 
pensational, and, therefore, premillen- 
nial and fundamental. The brevity of 
the book will keep it from being a sub- 
stitute for personal Bible study. Its 
comprehensiveness, on the other hand, 
makes it a useful guide to a better un- 
derstanding of divine revelation, 


American Boy Adventure’ Stories. 
Compiled by Cecile Matschat and Carl 
Carmer. (The John C. Winston Co., 
Philadelphia 7; $3.50.) “American Boy” 
in the title of this book refers to a popu- 
lar boys’ magazine of that name. The 
magazine is no longer being published, 
but sixteen stories selected from its 
pages are made available in this volume, 
The compilers have carefully chosen 
tales that are dateless and, therefore, 
as fresh as though they had been writ- 
ten only recently instead of over a 
decade ago. Anyone who likes hunting, 
fishing, the sea, the mountains, the 
desert, or the jungles will enjoy these 
thrilling yarns. Page after page of fast 
action and tense situations are here to 
satisfy the average American boy’s (or 
man’s) hunger for adventure stories. 
Though the book cannot be classified as 
Christian fiction, there is nothing anti- 
Christian or unmoral about it, and it 
can be recommended as safe reading. 
This would be a good book to give to 
teen-age boys at Christmas time. 


High Bright Buggy Wheels. By, Luella 


Creighton. (Dodd, Mead and Co., New 
York 16; $3.) All of her family and 
friends took for granted that Tillie 


Shantz, a beautiful Mennonite girl, would 
marry one of the men of her own kind. 
Her falling in love with George Bing- 
ham, who was not of the Mennonites 
but of the world, creates a series of sit- 
uations that are full of conflict and ten- 
sion. The story is told with keen un- 


derstanding of the life and faith of the 
Mennonites. 


There is frequent reference 
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to things Christian, such as the worship 
services of the plain people; verses of 
Scripture, stanzas of hymns, prayers, 
sermons are all intelligently and sym- 
pathetically given. But this is not a 
Christian novel in the sense of being 
written for the purposes of showing the 
saving power of Christ’s Gospel and con- 
verting the reader. Objective in its ap- 
proach, and having literary merit, it 
must be read as a secular novel. As 
such, it will deeply satisfy, with its ten- 
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der, warm-hearted love interest and 
clean, clear atmosphere, the readers 
whose tastes do not require the sensa- 
tionalism and obscene “realism” of to- 
day’s best sellers, 


(1) Son of the Stars. By Raymond F. 
Jones; (2) Marooned on Mars. By Les- 
ter Del Rey; (3) Five Against Venus. By 
Philip Latham; (4) Find the Feathered 
Serpent. By Evan Hunter: (5) Earth- 
bound. By Milton Lesser. (The John C. 
Winston Co., Philadelphia 7; $2 each.) 
What present-day youngster does not 
thrill at the very mention of space ships, 
time machines, flying saucers, and inter- 
planetary travel, much as his father, or 
perhaps his grandfather, thrilled at the 
yarns spun by Jules Verne about sub- 
marines and whole grcups being whisked 
off the earth by a comet? The five books 
listed above are part of a Science Fic- 
tion Series telling (1) of the exciting 
adventures of a young visitor from outer 
space stranded on the earth; (2) cf the 
spine-chilling experiences of an eight- 
een-year-old stowaway on the first 
moon-to-Mars expedition; (3) of the 
battle for life of a group of five earth- 
lings whose rccket ship crashed on bar- 
baric Venus; (4) of the surprising ad- 
venture into the past that two 
explorers experienced when they found 
themselves in the glittering Mayan civ- 
ilization of ancient Mexico; (5) and of 
the dismay of a disillusioned ex-space 
cadet when interplanetary racketeers 
tried to force him to help plunder the 
ship he had been trained to protect. 
The tales are well written and will de- 
light the heart of any youngster from 
ten to fifteen. It is unfortunate , that 
some of the authors represented in this 
series, in an effort to be realistic, have 
permitted minced oaths or near profan- 
ity to slip into the conversation of some 
of their characters. One book, “Ma- 
rooned on Mars,” makes two slight, un- 
safeguarded references to evolution. 


Little Boy Down the Lane. By Grace 
Noll Crowell; illustrated by Lee Mero. 
(Augsburg Pub, Hcuse, Minneapolis 15; 
$1.) Because he was born on Christmas 
Day, and his own name stood for Christ- 
mas time, and because his dear mother 
often read to him about the coming of 
the Christ Child, the visit of the shep- 
herds and the Wise Men, little Noel felt 
that he had more reason to rejoice on 
Christmas than other boys and girls had. 
How he longed to give a gift to the one 
whose birthday he shared! But his daddy 
had died at sea when he was a tiny tot 
and he had nothing to give. His mother 
told him that if he was good and kind 
and helpful it would please Christ more 
than anything he could give Him as a 
present. And so a loving mother, teach- 
ing her little son from God’s Word, 
brought him to understand that when he 
gave his mittens to the little neighbor 
boy whose hands were very cold, when 
he filled Granny’s wood box, when he 
pulled the fhorn from the little dog’s 
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paw, and provided food for the birds, 
and released the sheep from the thicket 
—all because he lcved the Lord Jesus 
—he was bringing good gifts to his Lord. 
It is a very sweet, touching story, beau- 
tifully illustrated, and bound attractively 
as a gift edition The book is 5x7%4 
inches and has 33 pages. 


Radio Pals Marooned. By Charles Lud- 
wig. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, II1., 
$1.) Tom, Jim, and “Porky” Perkins were 
active, industricus boys, and they were 
always experimenting with machinery. 
They were keen students of electronics, 
and the two older boys had learned 
telegraphy and could send and receive 
messages by radio from foreign lands 
On a fishing trip they broke one of their 
oars fighting a shark, and soon afterward 
darkness fell and they were swept far 
out to sea. After three days they were 
picked up by two evil men who held 
them for ransom in a cave on an island, 
giving them a radio to amuse them- 
selves. How their courage. resourceful- 
ness, and mechanical skill enabled them 
to contact the Seattle police with an 
SOS that led to their rescue and the 
capture of their captcrs, makes thrilling 
reading, especially for radio fans. But, 
best of all. these boys knew how to pray, 
and they found comfort in the New 
Testament one of them carried. It is an 
inspiring and well-written book for boys. 


Fireman Fred. By Jene Barr; illus- 
trated by Chauncey Maltman. (Albert 
Whitman & Co., Chicago 6: $1.) As long 
as there have been fire departments 
children have been thrilled to hear and 
see fire engines gc clanging down the 
street. But what is the routine life in 
the firehouse and what happens at the 
fire? Children will be interested to 
know who keeps the hook and ladder 
truck so clean and the Chief’s car so 
shiny. They will be pleased to learn 
that the firemen have a comfortable 
place to sleep and some recreation be- 
tween calls, even thcugh they must be 
ready on a moment's notice to jump into 
their clothes, their boots, their helmets 
and slide down the shiny pole and take 
their places on the big truck. And the 
pictures will show that Fireman Fred 
does more than just put out fires. He 
scmetimes musi save a life—sometimes 
the life of a little boy or girl. 


India Color Book. By Theodore W. 
Engstrom. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 35 cents.) Clear 
black-and-white drawings on each of 
these twenty-four large-sized pages pcr- 
tray the life and people of India, There 
are children at school and at play, and 
many of the most common of the ani- 
mals in that land, including tigers, ele- 
phants, and monkeys. Some pictures 
show men and women at work in the 
fields and in the home, with their build- 
ings, ships, and so on. A good but brief 
explanation full of facts accompanies 
each picture, and instruction as to the 
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coloring of every detail adds much to 
the interest and helpfulness of this little 
missionary book for the child. 


Terry and the Mysterious Monkey. By 
Hugh Coryell; illustrated by William 
Ressler. (The John C. Winston Co., 
Philadelphia 7; $2.) Ricco, the organ- 
grinder’s monkey, was about the best 
friend that ten-year-old Terry had, for 
Terry was very much misunderstood. 
Ricco could talk, and Terry could un- 
derstand him; and Ricco could make 
himself invisible whenever it was con- 
venient to do so. When the school bully 
was making Terry “eat dirt,” Ricco bit 
him and the bully didn’t know what 
happened or who did it! One by one 
those who misunderstood Terry were 
straightened out, until he found that all 
his “problems” were his friends—even 
his sister Marion. To his dismay, how- 
ever, he found that he could no longer 
understand Ricco! The book is very 
well written, delightfully humorous, and 
will appeal especially to young boys who 
sometimes have trouble getting along 
with their elders, 


The Mystery of the Six Clues. By 
Vernon Howard. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, IIl., $1.50.) The Community 
Church teen-agers were in quite a dither 
trying to decide where to send their 
annual offering for missions. Everyone 
agreed it must be to the most needy 
field. But where would that be? Then 
Ginger walked in with a mysterious note 
which said that their first clue to the 
name of this field will be found in the 
city library on Saturday, at three o’clock, 
Here the young people hear lectures on 
Brazil and meet Captain Kincaird and 
his assistants, Lawrence Stringer and 
Van Vince. The second clue leads to a 
haunted house, where Terry, class presi- 
dent, senses an alien influence at work. 
The third clue harks back to the library, 
but, strange to say, someone has cut 
from a bceok the very names they are 
seeking. Rocks at Pirate Bay are to dis- 
close the fourth clue, and the city zoo, 
the fifth. But before the sixth can be 
investigated along the Mohican Trail, 
Terry is kidnaped and under circum- 
stances so peculiar that no one can miss 
him. He keeps eyes and ears open, how. 
ever, and discovers a shed where metal 
Objects are being hammered into what 
may be lump gold. Then Someone—it 
has to be God—times the boy’s escape 
to coincide with the trail searchers. Soon 
then the police take Lawrence Stringer 
into custody. And the young people 
feel they have almcst worn out their 
thinking apparatus, learning which mis- 
sion is the one they seek. 


The Queen’s Jest. By Sallie Lee Bell. 
(Zondervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $2.50.) Because Stephanie Na- 
varre is a Christian, she abhors her 
stepfather’s plan to introduce her at the 
court of Louis XVI to the evil Compte 
de Provence. But having drawn strength 
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from Bible promises, Stephanie enters 


bravely upon her new life as lady-in- In color with ort week 
waiting to Marie Antoinette. She is, and appropriate scrip- 
however, ill pleased at the queen’s jest, ture. Enclose @ gospel 
which began at the masked ball when message with your 
Christmas cards. 





her majesty danced with Norman 
Renaud, a handsome newcomer from 
America. For, having promised the 
young man a secret meeting on the fol- 
lowing day, the queen commands Steph- 
anie to go in her place. And the mo- 
ment the two meet, Cupid takes over. 

When the stepfather and the Compte 
learn of the affair, both are furious. 
And Stephanie feels torn between con- 
flicting emotions. But, on meeting Nor- 
man again, she is able to witness clearly 
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said was asleep in the bedroom. 
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to the saving power of Christ, as she 
does later to the queen also, and that 
at a time when to be a heretic was to 
invite the stake or the guillotine. 

Since her ladyship distrusts de Prov- 
ence, she arranges several meetings be- 
tween Renaud and Stephanie, and finally 
plans for the distracted youth to kidnap 
his beloved. But a jealous, eavesdrop- 
ping maid reports to the Compte, and 
Norman is thrown into prison. Stephanie 
continues to pray, and though a plot on 
the king’s own life is laid at the door 
of her American friend, she is sure God 
will work things out. It is the tattling 
maid who finds a clue that identifies the 
would-be murderer as the scheming 
stepfather. Whereupon Norman is freed, 
and, having himself found the Lord 
meanwhile, he is able at last to marry 
his dear little lady and carry her off 
to the Western world. 


Benbow and the Angels. By Margaret 
J. Baker. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 3, $2.50.) Never would Aunt 
Margot have allowed the Angel orphans 
to stay at the rectory with their bache- 
lor cousin, the Rev. Simon Angel, if it 
hadn’t been for the Bishop, who they 
Poor 
unimaginative Aunt Margot didn’t know 
that the Bishop was only a black cat. 
So they stayed—all of them—Andrew, 
Timandra, Wren, and Lindsay Jane. And 
about the first thing they did was to lock 
Miss Furzechat in the church. They 
thought she was stealing when she only 
opened the collection boxes, as was her 
regular duty. Then they met Benbow 
of “Three Farthings and a Thimble,” 
and learned from him that the father of 
their governess was an ogre. That of 
course, was something that simply had 
to be looked into, but, as usual, the chil- 
dren got the wrong pig by the ear. 

All of them liked Philadelphia Smith, 
and it was mest exciting to learn about 
her Communist father, whom the vil- 
lagers distrusted. But a miraculous 
change in the man was brought about 
by a combination of midnight storm, a 
secret passage, an ancient letter, and a 
bag of old coins. After this spooky es- 
capade came a double surprise when the 
distracted rector married their dearly 
loved governess instead of the nosy Miss 
Furzechat, who, it appeared later, was 
to help in the transformation of Phila- 
delphia’s father. 

The author makes her characters come 
alive, and there is much about them 
that is wholesome and sincere. It would 
seem a mistake, hcwever, to let Andrew 
believe that our various wars are all a 
part of the struggle against sin and 
Satan, a struggle which he, as a future 
diplomat, would one day help bring to 
a victorious end. 
on Christian 
Idalee Wolf Vonk. (The 
Cincinnati 10; $2.) 
material is. con- 
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Standard Pub. Co., 
A mine of devotional 
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tained in this volume, with a topic for 
each Sunday in the year. The table of 
contents is a study in itself, with each 
month following a certain theme. The 
first three months afe grouped together 


under the theme, “Our Attitude Toward 
God.” January—‘Knowing Him,” with 
topics for the four Sundays: “Holiness.” 
“Love,” “Wisdom,” “Mercy.” February 
emphasizes “Loving Him,” with four 
topics, and so on. There are three 
months’ studies on “Our Attitude Toward 


Others”—friends, strangers, the world. 

For each program there is a selected 
Scripture verse, a call to worship in a 
brief poem, and a hymn, a time for 
prayer, and a responsive reading of a 
number of well-chosen Scriptures bear- 
ing on the topic. There follows a medi- 
tation in free verse, and then “Thoughts 
on the Theme.” This latter feature con- 
sists of a page or two in address form 
suitable for reading aloud, Scripture 
verses and quotations numerous 
speakers and writers, illustrations, and 
bits of history, biography, and literature 
The same plan is followed for each Sun- 
day. The author has contributed for 
each program the two devotional poems 
in free verse. There is much interesting 
reading, and most of it is true to Scrip- 
ture, with the exception of the next to 
the last “Brotherhood,” 
which takes the position of “the uni- 
versal brotherhood of man.” There is 
a biographical index siving information 
about the more than one hundred per- 
sons quoted in the book, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 21 


“In the Fullness of Time” 
(Gal. 4:1-7; Isa. 9:6, 7) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor. and are 
used by permission 

ID you ever have the responsibility 

of arranging or helping to arrange 
and put across a program for your Sun- 
day school, or church, or young people’s 
group? If so, you kncw something of the 
preparations that have to be made long 
in advance—the individuals who must 
be seen and asked to help, and then in- 
structed; music that- perhaps must be 
selected and musicians secured; the time 
and place made sure; proper lighting 
arranged and any necessary equipment 
obtained; transportation provided for 
some, no doubt; and a multitude of other 
preparations that must culminate on a 
particular night and at a particular place, 
When at last the time arrives and the 
program goes forward smcothly, it may 
seem very simple and easy to these who 
watch and listen, but you know the many 


























Lesson for December 21 


hours and hard work and concern that 
made it possible. 
b4 

The Christmas story as recorded in the 
Gospels is marvelously beautiful and 
sweet, and most of us are familiar with 
all its simple details. Yet, is it possible 
that its very simplicity. may have blinded 
some cf us to its world-shaking impact 
and profound meaning, and that we have 
failed to sense the infinite details and 
marvelous and far-reaching preparation 
that had to precede the birth of the Son 
of God in the Bethlehem stable more 
than nineteen hursdred years ago? Per- 
haps we shall have a deeper appreciation 
of the Icve of the Father and of Christ 
if we meditate for a little while, on this 
Sunday evening before Christmas, on 
what the first Christmas cost them. 

Se 

First let us see clearly that it was 
man’s sin—yours and mine—that made 
that first Christmas necessary. Man was 
alienated from God (Eph. 4:18; Col. 1:21) 
because of sin and disobedience. Even 
those who knew of the true God thought 
of Him as some distant potentate to be 
feared, and before whom, rightly enough, 
man must tremble because of a broken 
law. The first words of the angel to the 
shepherds on the first Christmas was 
“Fear not!” The reason they were not 
to fear was that a Saviour was born. It 
was “good tidings of great joy” because 
at last God had done something about 
man’s sin, and min was to be restored 
to fellowship with God, for this Sav- 
iour’s name was also “Emmanuel,” “God 
with us” (Matt, 1:23). 

From this Savicair, man was once more, 
as in the Garden of Eden, to learn that 
God is a loving, tender Father, who is 
infinitely concerna! about His children 
and who longs to fellowship with them 
and to receive their love and adoration 
in return. But more, this Saviour was 
one day cn the cross to pay the penalty 
for man’s sin, amd, in man’s stead, was 
to satisfy in full the righteous require- 
ments of God’s holy Law, so that man 
by accepting God’s provision might be 
free from sin’s penalty and be restored 
to fellowship. 

ye 

Because in all the universe “there was 
no other good enough to pay the price 
of sin,” God Himself, in the person of 
His Son, came down at Christmas time 
to be born as a little babe. Do you be- 
gin to sense the stupendous plans and 
preparations thatyhad to be made for 
this event? 

Long before the foundation of the 
world the plan was laid down in the 
councils cf the Godhead, for God knew 
the course man would take, and in love 
provided for it. The progenitor of the 
race through whtich the Saviour was to 
come had to be chcsen and instructed 
(Gen. 12:1-3). The family that one day 
was to become the great nation must 
be nurtured and protected from Satan’s 
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The younger children in your Sunday "ang 


School will respond with new interest and en- 
thusiasm when you use our MANUAL OF 
VISUAL TEACHING to present wonderful 
flannelboard lessons. 

Lessons are complete in every detail. Beauti- 
fully colored flannelblot pictures are ready to 
cut out and use —no mounting. 

Lessons are true to the Scriptures, Christ- 
centered, conservative in doctrine. Based on 
International Uniform Series — 13 lessons to 
a Quarter. $2.50 per quarter 


Send for Samples Today — 10¢ 


Christian Publications, Inc. | 1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 


giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 








NOMilk for my baby 


“ W. have no milk for our new-born baby. There 
is ip aimnest no fresh milk anywhere and canned milk 
. has not been available for nearly six months. 
Wha shall I give my baby?” Such is the cry of 
a Jewish Christian mother in Israel. 
























: “Can we celebrate the birth of the homeless 
‘ Babe of Bethlehem and remain unmoved 
by the cry of His little ones today? 
Shall we exalt the King of Glory and not 
heed the call of His distressed brothers 
and sisters of this generation? 


HELP US TO GIVE FOOD FOR THEIR BODIES 


AND NOURISHMENT FOR THEIR HUNGRY SOULS. 


$10.00 — will provide a one-month supply 
of pewdered milk and other baby 








necessities 
15.00 = will supply a family with o 
4 ° generous food parcel 
a saa 100.00 = will enable a missionary to pro- 


, claim the matchless message of 
salvation in Israel or in Evrope 
for one month 


Your gift to the Lord small or large 
will bring comfort and joy. 
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Quarterly publication—ISRAEL MY GLORY—Informative, Scriptural, Challenging 
Sent to all contributors and also on request 
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RUSSIANS, WORLD-WIDE, MUST BE EVANGELIZED 


PETER DEYNEKA, iust recently returned from a round-the-world missionary 
trip, found open doors, great opportunities among the Russian and other Slavic 
DP’s and refugees in Australia, the Holy Land, Greece, Yugoslavia. Austria, Italy, 
France, Germany, Belgium, and Great Britain. We are broadcasting the Gospel in 
Russian over the Far East Broadcasting Co. Station in Manila, P. I., reaching the 
oriental countries. 

More missionaries. Bibles, New Testaments, and other Gospel literature are greatly 
needed. We also havea large field in Alaska, Canada, the United States, and the 
South American countries, including a daily broadcast over HCJB, Quito. 


If the Holy Spirit directs you to have fellowship with us, communicate with 


SLAVIC COSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Rev. Peter Deyneka, Founder and General Director, Dept. T, 2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard, 
Chicago 47, Ill. In Canada—14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ontario 


(Write for Free Copy of Slavic News—Report of Missionaries) 





Peter Deyneka 
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CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
on the Entire Bible 


By Adam Clarke 


e@ The distilled wisdom of one of 
the most extensively learned schol- 
ars of any age—the product of forty 
years of careful labor—CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY has stood the 
classic test of time and usage. 

Here the Scriptures are illumined 

. with reverence and deep faith— 
’ opening the rich treasures of God’s 

STRONG s EXHAUSTIVE Word i every preacher, teacher, 

CONCORDANCE Sunday school worker, and student. 

OF THE BIBLE Six big, beautiful volumes to cher- 

ish and use for a lifetime. 

800 PAGES IN EACH VOLUME—BOUND 

IN DURABLE BUCKRAM 

e Accurate, conveniently arranged, $22.50 per set 

easy to use, STRONG’S is the com- 

plete concordance of the common 

English Bible—listing alphabetical- 

ly every word in every passage in 

which it occurs. 

STRONG’S CONCORDANCE is 
a biblical library of four complete 
books: 

e@ The Main Concordance, listing 
every word in the Bible. 

@ The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words trans- 
lated differently in certain Eng- 
lish and American Revisions. 

e@ Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
of the Old Testament. 

e Greek Dictionary of the New 
Testament. 

1,809 PAGEs $11.50 

THUMB INDEXED $12.75 





By James Strong 
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constant attempts to prevent God’s plan 
from being carried out, 

The race must then be nourished and 
protected in Egypt and then delivered 
at the right time to be disciplined and 
trained into the nation through whom 
the Redeemer must come. The line 
must be kept pure and clean so that the 
coming one might rightfully inherit the 
throne of His father David and fulfill 
the hundreds of promises and prophecies 
given concerning Him down through the 
centuries. And yet this one must have 
no stain or cloud upon His name that 
would be inconsistent with the countless 
types and shadows that pointed forward 
to the Saviour, such as the Lamb with- 
out spot and blemish (Exod. 12:5; 1 Pet. 
1:19). 

Se 


Couple with all this the preparation of 
the world by the advance of the Roman 
Empire and the establishment of a world- 
wide law and order of a sort that made 
possible the preaching of the Gospel and 
the carrying of the Good News to the 
uttermost parts as, it could not have 
been done before, and we must say with 
Paul that truly it was “when the fulness 
of time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 
to redeem them that were under the 
law” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 

se 

That Son, “for the joy that was set 
before him” (the joy of redeeming you 
and me) later “endured the cross, de- 
Spising the shame” (Heb. 12:2). Is it 
fitting, then, in the light of the impor- 
tance that God places upon Christmas, 
and the cost that’ He was glad to 
pay to make it possible, that we as 
Christians should make our celebra- 
tion of Christmas a time of extrava- 
gance and excess and exhaustion? Should 
we not rather seek a deeper understand- 
ing in our hearts of that joy He came 
to bring and then give it out in His name 
and direction, to the world to which He 
came and for which He died? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 15 to 21 


Mon.—Exodus 33:12-16. 
God With Us—for Rest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest.” Moses knew well that the pres- 
ence of the infinite God, if denied, could 
have no substitute. Wesley, when dying, 
said, “Best of all, Gcd is with us!” “Keep 
short accounts with ‘'God,” said an old 
saint. Never allow even a momentary 
loss of communion with God. “Rest can- 
not be your lot if God be forgot.” Pray 

for the President-elect, 
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The Sunday School Cimes 


Puitiep E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





Joun W. LANE, JR, 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: Em1ty D, SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosEPH P. FREE, 
Ph.D.. Archaeology; ERNEST GORDON. 


Advertising Manager: 
H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 





Former President 
Puitip E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. CLtay TruMBULL, 1875-1903 
CHarLes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 
$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








Tues.—Psalm 16:5-11. 
God With Us—for Joy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In thy presence 
is fulness of joy.” Fellowship with God 
insures safety, certainty, and enjoyment, 
In His presence is fullness of joy, here 
and hereafter. It insures strength to 
the soul, gladness to the mind, and 
sweetness to the witness. The best 
Christians are those who have heavenly 
“joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
Pray for the Vice-President elect. 


Wed.—Psalm 46:1-7. 
God With Us—for Help. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and whese. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 


plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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trouble.” If we keep unbroken fellow- 
ship with God, we shall always find Him 
a present help when most needed. But if 
we live farfrom Him, like Lot did when he 
pitched his tent toward Sodom, we shall 


have little comfort in seasons of trial.‘ 


Satan is seeking to mix a bad brew for 
you, so you had better keep close to the 
Great Physician. Pray for newly elected 
public officials. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 43:1-7. 
God With Us—in Affliction. 
PRAYER SUGGESTONS: “When thou pass- 
est through the waters, I will be with 
thee.” Trouble will be your portion on 
your journey home to God. Expect fiery 
trials, and even floods. Prepare to meet 
them by laying up in store against “the 
evil day” God’s exceeding great and 
precious promises. They will float you 
on the rivers, and protect you during 
your fiery testings. God with you—in- 
sures victory. Pray for God’s guidance 
in Our nation’s international commit- 
ments, 


Fri.—Psalm 139:7-12. 
God With Us—Always. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whither shall I 
go from thy spirit? . . . whither shall I 
flee from thy presence?” We can never 
be where God is not. His fingers placed 
all the stars and planets in their orbits 
in the firmament. Nations are as a drop 
of water in a bucket before Him. He 
holds the sea in the hollow of His hand. 
Our Creator is not far from any one of 
us, “for in him we live, and move, and 
have our being.” Pray that your chil- 
dren and all Others shall early be brought 
into consciousness of God. 


Sat.—Matthew 1:18-25. 
The Saviour of the People. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” There are many 
called gods, but there is only one living 
and true God. He only can save people 
from their sins. The gods that have not 
made the heavens and the earth shall 
perish from under these heavens. Mil- 
lions still trust in gods who cannot save. 
All gods of the heathen are demons, There 
is only one name given under Heaven 
and among men who can save.* Only 
Jesus—God manifest in flesh—saves from 
sin and death and hell. Pray for God’s 
ministers, 


9:2-7. 

God With Us—a Child. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder.” God who put the breath of 
life into the first man appeared in this 
world in flesh in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Emmanuel! (God with us)—He 
brought us a perfect revelation, and eter- 
nal salvation. Do you know and rejoice 
in God as your Saviour? Pray for God’s 
missionaries, 


Sun.—Isaiah 
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I Left the Roman Catholic Church 


Read why in “Papal Infallibility Topples,” by Evan- 
gelist Michael J. Anzalone; 63 large pages, 7 chapters, 
art covers. Win inquiring Catholics and Protestants 
Now! A soldier in Korea was given a copy, ordere 

$5.00 worth, saying, “You were wondrously brought to 
the Lord, really showing me the grace of God...” 
New low prices: 15 books $5; 2 books $1. Order from 


M. J. ANZALONE, Box 54, Niagara Sq. Sta., Buffalo, N.Y. 









asrst |, @ 1900 years after 
the coming of the Redeemer, how tragic it is 
that Jews are still asking, “Where is our prom- 
ised Messiah?” because of our failure to give 
them the message. 

You con help us give them the answer. To- 
day we are helping to take the news of salva- 
tion to Jews—in New York City, in Jerusalem, 
in Paris, in Berlin and other parts of Europe 
and in Mexico. 

Most startling news comes from Israel. The 
statement of the government officials is that 
there are approximately 3,000 Jews in Israel 
who have acknowledged the Messiahship of 
Jesus. 

Will you help us in this 20th century apos- 
tolic crusade? Write for free 
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sample of our magazine, THE 
EVERLASTING NATION. 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus and 
@ group of Christian leaders 
are heading this world - wide. 
ministry. Dept. S 
Jacob Gartenhaus, 0.D., Litr.D., President 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, Inc 
P.O. BOX 1256, ATLANTA 1, GEORGIA 














When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 


— 


E. J. Pace’s Pictorial Calendar 



































A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon each month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $7.00; 50 copies, $12.50. 
Dealers write for quantity discount 
FAITHFUL WORDS PUBLISHING CO. 
2116S. Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 4, Missouri 
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We want you to meet our little Korean friend. He comes to you as the 
representative of more than two hundred fifty thousand little war orphans in that 
land of conflict between the forces of Communism and Christianity. He wants 
to tell you that only fifty thousand of his brothers and sisters have homes—that 
two hundred thousand live like little animals in the alleys, in the open fields, and 
in caves. He wants to tell you, too, that though the Bible Meditation League 
has printed neariy one and one-half million pieces of Gospel material in the 
language of those who were daddies and mommies to these now little orphans, 
there is nothing with pictures so he and his little friends can know about Jesus 
who was born so many, many Christmases ago. His good friend, Dr. Bob 
Pierce, has asked the Bible Meditation League to make a little Bible booklet for 
kiddies like him, a booklet with lots of pictures, and he wants to tell you that 


the booklet is now being prepared so he will know about Jesus when Christmas 1953 comes to his land. He wants 
you to help the Bible Meditation League do this by your sending of some Christmas money to help pay for the 
printing of the tens of thousands of little booklets. He wants you to just look at him real closely, and through 
your tears of compassion say to him, “Merry Christmas, little Korean orphan.” 





We want you to meet our little German orphans. Friends of 
the Bible Meditation League have for many years sent in money so 
that Christmas candy could be sent to these kiddies in more than 
one hundred orphanages in Berlin. But this year has brought an 
unusual situation. Thousands of adults have fled from the Soviet 
Sector into the American Sector. There is a terrible lack of bed- 
ding for these refugees. So the little orphans decided to “sacrifice 
their Christmas ¢andy, and give the money to buy blankets. The 
children said they would do it gladly because every year you have 
been so kind to help them in so many ways with the Gospel and 
with candy. They have no money of their own to give, so they 
know of no better way to help at this blessed event.’”” From the 
Bible Meditation League have gone dozens of warm wool blankets 
as many friends have responded with contributions on the basis of 


five dollars per blanket. How many blankets would you like to provide for these cold days and nights in Berlin? 
We will gladly forward whatever number you instruct through your Christmas gift of love. 
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4 ‘all the tithe of thelard i the Lord's“ Lev.27: 30 





















DEPOSIT BOOK 


1953 


Yes, we also keep a steady flow of Gospel literature in the form of 
Scriptures and study material flowing into Germany. The giving of the 
bedding, clothing, and candy is the application of the James 2:15, 16, and 17 
teachings from the Word of God. 


Thousands of Christians around the world use the famed “Steward’s 
Record Book” for the recording of their distribution of the Lord’s tithes 
and their offerings each month. The 1953 edition is now ready. A copy 
will be sent with each receipt for gifts sent in, accompanied by the below 
coupon. Too, if you are not able or desirous to contribute, you may have 
just as many copies as you may request. (The booklet is twice the size of 
the design herewith.) 


Cut off here and mail 


I gladly enclose $_ as my special Christmas offering for the supplying of Gospel litera 
ture for Korea. I enclose $ _to help supply the needed bedding for the German refugees 
I will endeavor to contribute $ monthly to your work during 1953. Please send me with 





out charge copies of the Steward’s Record Book for 1953. 


Name - a 





Address 
My church is 





_of (City) 


The Bible Meditation League, Inc. - - P. O. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio 
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